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INTRODUCTION. 


The  following  letters  were  commenced  with  the  de- 
sign of  explaining  some  of  the  simple  truths  of  the  Gos- 
pel, to  the  mind  of  a  younger  brother,  in  the  hope  that 
they  might  be  of  essential  service  to  him  in  a  practical 
respect. 

It  has  since  been  a  matter  of  serious  inquiry  with  me, 
whether  the  minds  of  the  young  have  been  sufficiently 
instructed  and  enlightened  on  the  subjects  embraced  in 
the  letters.  The  result  of  my  enquiries  is  a  firm  con- 
viction that,  while  the  world  abounds  with  story  books 
and  with  toys  for  children,  there  are  very  few  religious 
works  of  a  thorough,  practical  kind.  A  knowledge  of 
this  fact  has  induced  me  to  throw  these  letters  in  a  printed 
form,  before  the  public,  with  the  hope  that  they  may 
influence  some  youthful  minds  to  embrace  cordially  the 
religion  of  the  Saviour. 
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The  plan  is,  in  many  respects,  new,  and  the  truths 
contained  in  the  letters  are  presented  singly  that  the 
mind  may  distinctly  apprehend  one  truth  before  it  under- 
takes to  grapple  with  another.  It  is  believed  that,  in 
this  way,  more  vivid  impressions  of  duty  will  be  received 
than  in  any  other  way.  The  exhibition  of  several  impor- 
tant and  fundamental  truths  in  a  single  letter  would  con- 
fuse the  mind  so  that  it  would  be  able  to  distinguish  no 
one  truth  clearly.  The  colors  of  the  solar  ray  cannot 
be  distinguished  when  commingled,  but,  when  separated 
by  the  prism,  each  can  be  distinguished  from  every  other. 

The  doctrinal  views  contained  in  this  little  volume, 
are,  I  believe,  accordant  with  the  views  of  evangelical 
Christians  generally.  I  have  studied  to  make  my  di- 
rections and  explanations  conform  to  the  word  of  God. 
The  letters  were  not  written  for  criticism,  but  for  practi- 
cal use. 

It  may  be  said  that  many  of  the  illustrations,  con- 
tained in  this  work,  are  too  difficult  to  be  understood  by 
those  for  whose  particular  use  it  has  been  published. 
In  reply,  I  have  only  to  say  to  the  individual  who  thinks 
so,  place  these  letters  in  the  hands  of  any  intelligent 
child  of  twelve  years,  and  when  he  has  finished  the  read- 
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ing  of  it,  question  him  in  regard  to  the  meaning  of  the 
several  parts  of  it,  and  you  will  find  that  you  have  mis- 
taken the  power  of  a  child's  intellect. 

Most  youths  of  from  ten  years  old  and  upwards  will 
understand  all  in  these  letters  that  it  is  necessary  for 
them  to  know  in  order  to  secure  their  object. 

Let  parents  give  a  copy  of  this  work  to  each  of  their 
children,  with  the  prayer  that  it  may  awaken  their  atten- 
tion, and  be  accompanied  by  the  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  that  it  may  result  in  their  conversion  to  God. 

Hitherto  the  souls  of  the  young  have  been  too  much 
neglected.  It  has  been  too  generally  thought  that  efforts 
for  the  conversion  of  children,  between  the  ages  of  six 
and  fourteen  years,  are  useless  and  hopeless.  The  times 
are  changed,  and  the  feelings  of  Christians  have  changed 
with  them.  The  importance  and  success  of  efforts  made 
in  behalf  of  children,  of  the  ages  above  mentioned,  can  no 
longer  be  doubted. 

The  influence  of  the  examples  of  Nathan  W.  Dicker- 
man,  and  John  Mooney  Mead  has  been  powerfully  felt, 
and  will  be  till  the  end  of  time.  It  has  excited  parents 
to  greater  faithfulness,  and  will  result,  probably,  in  the 
!future  salvation  of  thousands  of  children  and  youth. 
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That  this  work  may  help  the  efforts  of  Christians  to 
instruct  the  young,  and  to  unfold  the  truths  of  the  gospel 
to  them,  is  my  earnest  prayer  ! 

To  all  impenitent  sinners,  of  whatever  age  or  attain- 
ments, this  little  book  may  afford  instruction.  The  way 
of  reconciliation  with  God  is,  I  believe,  truly  and  faith- 
fully traced ;  and  the  consequences  of  a  neglect  to  em- 
brace the  religion  of  Jesus  are  honestly  set  forth.  If  any, 
who  are  now  delaying  to  make  preparation  for  heaven, 
shall  be  induced  by  these  humble  efforts,  to  repent  of 
their  sins  and  to  turn  unto  the  Lord,  the  author  will  have 
occasion  to  bless  God  that  he  has  not  labored  in  vain. 


LETTER   I, 


My  Dear  Brother, 

Your  long  residence  in  my  family, 
has  interested  me  much  in  your  welfare, 
spiritual  and  eternal.  And  I  know  of 
no  better  way  to  express  that  interest, 
than  to  spend  what  leisure  moments  I 
can  command,  in  writing  down  some 
thoughts  which  may  be  of  special  use  to 
you  in  your  future  life. 

My  object  is  not  now  to  make  rules 
for  the  regulation  of  life,  but  to  dwell 
upon  some  points  of  great  practical  im- 
portance— to  elucidate  and  enforce  some 
subjects  in  which  you  ought  to  feel  your- 
self particularly  interested. 
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In  this  letter  I  wish  to  make  you  feel 
yourself  entirely  destitute  of  love  to  God, 
— in  other  words,  that  you  are  com- 
pletely under  the  dominion  of  sin,  I  say 
you,  because,  from  your  own  confession, 
your  heart  is  still  in  a  state  of  nature — 
having  experienced  no  change  from  sin 
to  holiness. 

It  would  be  easy  for  me  to  adduce 
many  passages  of  Scripture  to  prove 
that  the  heart  of  every  man  is  entirely 
under  subjection  to  sin,  unless  it  has 
been  renovated  in  the  manner  which  I 
shall  describe  in  another  letter.  But  as 
one  passage,  the  meaning  of  which  is 
well  ascertained,  is  as  good  as  a  thou- 
sand, because  it  is  the  truth  of  God,  I 
shall  spare  you  the  trouble  of  examin- 
ing many. 

When  David  exclaimed,  "  Behold  I 
was  shapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  sin  did 
my  mother  conceive  me,"  (Ps.   51 :  5.) 
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there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  intended 
to  express  the  native  depravity  of  his 
heart.  And,  when  the  prophet,  Jeremi- 
ah, said  "The  heart  is  deceitful  above 
all  things,  and  desperately  wicked," 
(Jer.  17 :  9.)  it  is  very  plain  that  he 
meant  to  affirm  the  utter  depravity  of 
mankind  in  a  state  of  unregeneracy, 
But  the  passage  which  I  wish  you  to 
observe  more  particularly,  is  John  3  :  3, 
where  Christ  says,  "  Except  a  man  be 
born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
of  God."  Now,  if  a  man  naturally  has 
any  holiness  in  his  heart,  Christ  would 
not  have  made  such  a  requisition.  For 
the  change,  which  he  demands,  as  neces- 
sary to  salvation,  is  one  from  sin  to  holi- 
ness. The  holiness,  which  supervenes 
upon  regeneration,  is  indeed  partial,  but 
is  capable  of  growth — expansion — and 
it  does  so  expand  till  it  becomes  perfect 
in  heaven.     Why  then  may  not  the  holi- 
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ness,  which  we  have  supposed  to  exist 
in  the  heart ,  by  nature,  grow  and  expand 
till  it  becomes  perfect  ?  And  then  may 
not  a  perfectly  holy  being  be  admitted 
to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  1  You  see, 
therefore,  that  the  requisition  of  a  new 
heart  in  order  to  salvation,  would  be 
unmeaning  if  that,  which  is  to  be  obtain- 
ed by  a  new  heart,  exists  already  in  the 
sinner.  The  Scripture  argument  is, 
therefore,  clear,  and  the  evidence  con- 
clusive that  people,  in  a  state  of  nature, 
are  entirely  destitute  of  holiness — com- 
pletely under  the  power  of  sin. 

You  will  see  also  much  evidence  of 
corruption  of  heart  in  unregenerate  men, 
in  their  conduct.  From  the  first  periods 
of  their  moral  existence  they  pursue 
after  the  world,  and  seek  not  after  God. 
In  the  expressive  language  of  David, 
"  They  go  astray  as  soon  as  they  be 
born,"  (Psalm  58  :  3.)     You  cannot  find 
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one  instance  of  obedience  to  God  in 
children  whose  hearts  are  in  a  state  of 
nature.  Indeed,  such  is  the  universal 
corruption  of  the  human  heart,  that  we 
do  not,  in  any  case,  expect  the  exhi- 
bition of  holiness.  Who,  among  your 
playmates,  is,  and  has  been,  from  his  in- 
fancy, devoted  to  God  %  Do  you  know 
of  any  one  who,  unless  converted  by  the 
spirit  of  God,  loves  to  pray  and  talk  about 
religion,and  thinks  more  about  God  than 
about  any  thing  else  1  And  rohy  can  you 
not  find  such  an  one  ?  Because  no  one 
exists  who  possesses  such  a  character. 
But  perhaps  you  will  say  that  many 
of  your  associates  are  amiable — that 
they  are  kind  to  each  other — obedient 
to  their  parents — and  do  no  outward 
acts  of  wickedness.  I  believe  fully  this 
>tatement.  But  all  these  amiable  traits 
jf  character  may,  and  do  often  exist 
without  any  holiness  in  the  heart. 


14  ADVICE  TO    A    BROTHER. 

Suppose  now  that  a  parent  should  say 
to  his  child,  "  If  you  will  love  me  and 
do  all  that  I  tell  you  to  do,  and  give  me 
an  account  every  day  of  what  you  have 
been  doing  during  the  day,  and  ask  my 
forgiveness  when  you  have  done  wrong, 
I  will  give  you,  when  you  are  twenty 
years  old,  all  I  possess,  which  amounts 
to  many  thousand  dollars.  But  if  you 
do  not  obey  me  in  these  particulars,  you 
must  look  out  for  your  support  from 
some  other  quarter,  for  I  shall  not  give 
you  one  cent  of  my  property." 

The  child  rejoices  at  the  prospect 
of  the  happiness  which  he  believes  just 
before  him.  He  expects  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  his  father's  large  estates.  But, 
in  the  mean  time,  a  thousand  childish 
sports  occupy  his  mind.  He  feels  under 
obligation  to  his  father,  but  cannot  bear 
the  restraints  imposed  upon  him.  He 
thinks  more  of  his  associates,  and  of  his 
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play,  than  he  thinks  of  his  parent.  By 
degrees  he  neglects  to  go  to  him  daily 
with  an  account  of  his  conduct — dis- 
obeys every  command  which  relates  to 
his  duty  to  his  father,  and  loves  him  only 
as  he  supplies  his  wants,  and  as  he  ex- 
pects from  him  a  rich  inheritance.  Still 
he  loves  every  body  else — deals  justly 
with  all — is  kind  to  his  companions — 
beloved  by  every  one  that  knows  him. 
Twenty  years  of  his  life  are  at  length 
passed,  and  his  father  calls  him  to  his 
presence,  in  order  to  reckon  with  him. 
The  son  comes  with  some  misgivings,  it 
is  true,  but  confirmed  in  the  expectation 
of  his  father's  possessions  by  the  thought 
that  his  kindness  to  others  amply  com- 
pensated for  his  want  of  obedience  to 
his  father.  How  is  he  astonished,  then, 
to  hear  from  the  paternal  lips,  u  Thou 
canst  have  no  part  in  my  possessions.  I 
had  fondly  hoped  that  the  motives  to 


16  ADVICE' TO    A    BROTHER. 

obedience  would  have  been  sufficient 
to  induce  thee  to  submit  to  my  com- 
mands, but  as  they  have  failed  to  do  it, 
I  disinherit  thee  forever  \" 

"  But/'  says  the  disobedient  son, 
"  Have  I  not,  by  my  conduct  towards 
others,  gained  their  esteem  and  love  ? 
Have  I  not  aided  the  helpless — relieved 
the  distressed — had  compassion  on  the 
poor — which  you  have  always  allowed 
to  be  right,  and  which  every  body  loves 
me  for?" 

"  Yes,  my  son,  you  have  done  all  this, 
and  this  was  right.  But  where  have 
you  exhibited  your  love  for  him  who 
bare  you,  and  supported  you,  and  pro- 
mised you  vast  wealth  on  condition  of 
your  obedience  to  him?  Had  I  no 
claims  to  your  regard  ?  Must  you  neg- 
lect the  only  being  on  earth  to  whom 
you  owe  most  ?  And  then,  will  you 
expect  to  be  rewarded  by  the   very  in- 
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dividual  towards  whom  you  have  shown 
no  respect  at  all  7  Go  from  my  pre- 
sence !  For,  though  I  weep  over  your 
disgrace,  justice  will  not  permit  me  to 
alleviate  your  wretchedness!" 

Do  you  not  perceive,  now,  that  all 
the  kindness  and  love  of  that  child  to 
others  was,  in  fact,  no  evidence  that  he 
loved  his  father  ?  Was  not  his  heart, 
so  far  as  his  father  was  concerned, 
entirely  destitute  of  love?  You  must 
acknowledge  it. 

Now  this  illustration  will  show 
you  what  I  mean,  when  I  say  that  all 
acts  of  benevolence  and  kindness — the 
possession  of  the  most  amiable  qualities 
of  human  nature — are  not  evidences  of 
true  love  to  God.  They  do  not  prove 
that  the  heart  is  not  entirely  destitute 
of  holiness.  We  know  that  there 
are  many  who  possess  all  these  traits 
of  character  who  are  yet  opposed — bit- 

2* 
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terly  opposed  to  the  true  character  of 
God.  If  a  person  has  not  love  to  God 
— if  his  soul  does  not  swell  with  grati- 
tude to  Him  for  all  he  has  done  to  save 
his  soul — rely  upon  it,  he  is  under  the 
complete  dominion  of  sin — he  is  entirely 
depraved. 

I  hope,  my  dear  brother,  that  you 
are,  by  this  time,  convinced  that  man- 
kind, in  a  state  of  nature,  are  utterly 
destitute  of  the  love  of  God,  or  complete- 
ly depraved.  And  if  so,  I  know  you 
will  not  try  to  escape  from  the  inevita- 
ble conclusion  to  which  I  am  brought ; 
that  you  are  living  without  holiness, 
and  without  God  in  the  world  !  The  so- 
lemn truth  that  you  are,  in  heart  utterly 
destitute  of  affection  for  the  only  Be- 
ing in  the  universe  who  ought  to  com- 
mand your  supreme  love,  should  lead 
you  to  feel  your  guilt.  You  stand  in  a 
relation    to   God   at    once    dangerous 
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and  alarming.  It  is  on  His  arm  that 
you  must  lean  for  the  support  of  your 
natural  life.  If  he  removes  his  sus- 
taining hand,  your  soul  will  escape 
from  its  mortal  tenement  and  go  away 
alone  into  eternity.  And  have  you  no 
fears  respecting  the  final  issue  of  your 
apostacy  ?  Have  you  no  fear  of  that 
God  whom  you  have  never  loved,  and 
towards  whom  you  have  not  a  single 
right  affection  1  Reflect  upon  your  sit- 
uation as  you  close  this  letter — a  crea- 
ture of  God — sustained  and  blessed 
in  a  thousand  ways  by  Him — yet  per- 
fectly void  of  love  to  Him — nay,  evi- 
dently opposed  to  His  character  and 
laws.  It  may  do  you  good  thus  to 
look  at  your  true  character  in  the  light 
in  which  heaven  looks  upon  it.  It  may 
prepare  you  to  appreciate,  in  a  mea- 
sure, the  reasonableness  of  God's  anger 
towards  all  those  who  are  in  your  sit- 
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uation.  That  God  is  thus  offended  with 
all  unregenerate  men  will  be  the  subject 
of  my  next  letter.  Commending  you 
to  the  grace  of  God  I  remain,  as  ever, 
Your  affectionate  brother, 


LETTER    II. 


My  Dear  Brother, 

In  my  last  letter  I  attempted  to  show 
you  the  strange  position  which  you  hold 
in  relation  to  God.  If,  on  the  review 
of  your  past  life,  you  are  convinced  of 
the  fact  that  your  heart  is  totally  void 
of  love  to  God — completely  depraved, 
you  are  prepared  to  hear,  without  sur- 
prise, that  you  are  in  a  state  of  condem- 
nation— exposed  to  the  wrath  of  God. 

The  language  of  God's  law  is  stern 
and  unyielding,  "  Cursed  is  every  one 
that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which 
are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do 
them."  (Gal.  3:  10.)  "The  soul  that 
sinneth,  it  shall  die.  (Ezek.  18  :  4.)  Now 
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these  are  plain  passages,  and  you  will 
perceive,  by  them,  that  the  curse  rests 
upon  you  who  have  broken  the  law  ten 
thousand  times.  There  is  a  verse  in 
the  New  Testament  which  confirms 
this  fact,  u  he  that  believeth  not  is  con- 
demned already.11  I  will  add  only  one 
other  passage,  but  it  is  an  awfully  im- 
pressive one,  "  God  is  angry  with  the 
wicked  every  day."  (Ps.  7:  11.) 

The  evidence  from  the  Bible  is,  there- 
fore, conclusive,  that  Jehovah  regards 
you  as  justly  the  object  of  his  wrath. 
And  you  must  be  sensible,  my  brother, 
that  you  deserve  the  infliction  of  the 
severest  punishment  for  your  guilt.  Why 
should  not  God  feel  displeased  with  one 
who  has  spent  twelve  years  of  his  life  in 
continued  apostacy  and  impenitence? 
One  sin  is  enough  to  lay  you  under  the 
curse  of  the  law,  for,  "  Cursed  is  every 
one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things,5' 
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&c.  Now,  then,  if  you  had  committed 
but  one  sin  and  had  lived,  the  rest  of 
your  life,  in  perfect  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  God,  you  would  not  be  able 
to  claim  acquittance  from  the  curse. 
How  could  you  make  reparation  for 
that  one  sin  ?  Suppose  you  should  break 
some  important  law  of  your  country  to 
which  is  attached  the  penalty  of  impris- 
onment for  life.  Would  your  past  good 
conduct  or  your  future  perfect  adhe- 
rence to  the  laws  of  the  country  atone 
for  that  one  failure  ?  You  ought  to 
have  failed  in  no  one  point ;  and,  hav- 
ing failed,  you  cannbt  live  so  perfectly 
as  to  make  up  for  that  failure. 

A  king  once  made  a  law,  that  no  one 
should  pass  the  limits  between  his  and 
his  enemy's  country,  on  the  penalty  of 
perpetual  banishment  to  a  far  distant 
land.  From  this  penalty  there  should 
be  no  reprieve.     It  chanced,  that  one  of 


24  ADVICE    TO   A   BROTHER. 

his  best  and  most  useful  subjects,  in  a 
moment  of  thoughtlessness,  and  in  the 
heat  of  the  chase,  pursued  a  deer  into 
the  borders  of  the  enemy.  The  matter 
is  reported  to  the  king.  With  a  heavy 
heart  he  calls  the  culprit  into  his  pre- 
sence, and  says,  "  You,  like  others,  are 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  empire ; 
and  with  a  full  knowledge  of  those 
laws,  you  have  broken  the  one  to 
which  the  penalty  of  banishment  is 
affixed.  You  must  submit  to  your  pun- 
ishment. To-morrow,  you  are  to  leave 
my  realms  forever  F7  What  can  the 
offender  say  to  the  execution  of  the 
sentence  %  Does  he  plead  that  his  whole 
conduct  previously  had  been  unexcep- 
tionable— that  he  had  never  beforebeen 
in  fault  %  The  fact  is  admitted — -but 
the  stability  of  the  throne  would  be  de- 
stroyed, if  pardon  should  be  granted 
contrary  to  the  express   previous  de- 
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claration   that  there  should  be  no  re- 
prieve. 

So,  if  you  had  committed  but  a 
sin  during  your  whole  life — that  would 
not  secure  you  from  the  execution  of 
the  appalling  sentence,  "  The  soul  that 
sinneth,  it  shall  die.'7  The  sentence  of 
death  would  still  be  on  the  records  of 
God  against  you — to  be  accomplished 
in  God's  own  time. 

But,  my  dear  brother,  if  the  wrath 
of  God  lies  on  you  for  a  single  sin — 
how  great  that  wrath  increased,  as  it  is 
by  the  continued  guilt  of  many  years  ! 
All  your  sins  are  laid  up  with  God, 
and  will  be  published  to  the  world  at 
the  judgment  day.  How  solemn  the 
thought  that  even  now,  while  I  am  pen- 
ning this  letter,  your  soul  is  condemned 
to  everlasting  woe!  That  is  terriffic  lan- 
guage, "  He  that  believeth  not  is  con- 
demned already  !"    (John  3  :  18.) 
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No  new  sentence  is  to  be  pronounced 
upon  you ;  that  which  is  upon  you  now 
is  to  be  executed.  That  is  all.  While 
you  are  engaged  in  your  sinful  pastimes 
and  follies,  remember,  I  entreat  you, 
that  you  are  a  living  monument  of 
wrath — that  you  are  now  enjoying  a 
respite  from  punishment  similar  to  that 
of  the  prisoner  whose  days  are  num- 
bered and  the  time  of  whose  execution 
is  fixed.  The  sentence  of  death  has 
been  passed  upon  him,  but  the  time  for 
its  accomplishment  is  delayed. 

God  has  uttered  the  sentence  of 
death  eternal  upon  you,  and  it  is 
through  his  forbearance  that  you  have 
not  experienced  the  commencement  of 
its  execution.  But  your  days  are  all 
numbered.  Your  respite  from  the  awful 
penalty  of  your  sin  will  soon  be  ended. 
Death  will  terminate  it.  Unless,  before 
that  time,  you  find  a  remedy  for  which 
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the  law  does  not  provide,  you  will  feel 
forever  the  wrath  of  God  upon  your 
immortal  soul ! 

You  may,  indeed,  think  that  God  is 
too  strict  in  maintaining  His  law  with 
such  unbending  firmness,  and  with  such 
unyielding  severity.  But  how  other- 
wise could  He  sustain,  in  dependence 
upon  Him,  and  in  unbroken  order,  the 
millions  of  intelligent  beings  upon  His 
footstool  ?  If  He  should  permit  a  law 
to  be  broken  with  impunity  to  which  He 
had  attached  a  specific  and  certain  pen- 
alty, what  confusion — what  anarchy 
would  ensue !  There  would  be  no  obe- 
dience, if  disobedience  should  go  un- 
punished ;  especially,  after  God  had  af- 
firmed that  it  should  be  punished  with- 
out failure.  And  do  you  suppose  that, 
in  order  to  secure  the  happiness  of  a 
few  wretched  and  sinful  persons,  God 
will  permit  his  wide  dominions  to  be 


28  ADVICE    TO   A    BROTHER. 

cursed  by  treachery,  anarchy  and  ruin? 
Never.  Though  heaven  and  earth 
pass  away,  His  words  shall  never  pass 
away.  His  threatening  against  the  sin- 
ner, will  never  be  recalled,  even  though 
eternity  is  the  term  of  the  punishment. 

You  see,  therefore,  my  dear  brother, 
that  the  curse  of  God,  that  remains  upon 
you,  is  a  fearful  thing.  And  what  ren- 
ders the  fact  still  more  serious  is,  that 
it  rests  upon  you  justly.  It  is  for  sin 
that  you  are  condemned — not  for  a  few 
errors  which  could  not  be  foreseen  or 
averted.  It  is  not  for  the  guilt  of  one 
day,  or  of  one  week,  or  of  one  year,  but 
for  the  depravity  of  a  whole  life  that 
you  are  soon  to  suffer  the  execution  of 
a  most  dreadful  punishment,  unless  it  is 
averted  in  some  way  of  which  the  law 
knows  nothing. 

Nor  is  your  case  a  solitary  one. 
You  are  surrounded  with  youthful  com- 
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panions,  nearly  all  of  whom  are,  doubt- 
less, exposed  to  the  same  wrath  which 
impends  over  you.  For  they  are  sin- 
ners— without  the  love  of  God  in  their 
hearts — entirely  destitute  of  holiness. 
God  is  angry  with  all  such.  And  they 
are  all  equally  exposed  to  the  dreadful 
penalty  of  a  broken  law.  Will  you  not 
read  to  them  this  letter,  and  try  to  show 
them  that  it  is  best  for  them  to  look 
into  their  condition,  and  to  see  the  worst 
of  their  case  1  It  will  not  alleviate  your 
miseries  to  know  that  others  are  alike 
suffering  the  punishment  of  their  sins. 
It  will,  on  the  contrary,  enhance  your 
wretchedness,  as  you  will  see  by  a  mo- 
ment's consideration. 

Suppose  that  you  should  be  attack- 
ed with  some  dreadful  disease  that 
should  render  you  wretched  and  hope- 
less, would  it  be  any  relief  to  you  to 
know  that  many  of  your  associates  are 
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in  the  same  condition  ?  Would  it  com- 
fort you  to  see  one  after  another  brought 
into  the  same  room  with  you,  all  writh- 
ing in  the  extremity  of  their  anguish  1 
O  no!  it  would  surely  give  keenness  to 
the  edge  of  your  own  sorrows.  Espe- 
cially would  this  be  the  case,  if  your 
conduct  or  your  wickedness  were  the 
guilty  cause  of  their  sickness  and  their 
pain. 

The  guilt  of  many  of  your  young 
friends  may  have  been  greatly  increas- 
ed through  your  toicked  example.  Your 
evil  influence  may  have  led  them  on — 
may  have  encouraged  them  to  continue 
in  sin,  till  they  are  more  wicked  and 
guilty  by  far  than  they  would  otherwise 
have  been.  Of  course  their  misery — 
the  wrath  of  God  which  is  on  them — 
will  be  indefinitely  increased  by  your 
means.  Will  you  be  comforted,  then, 
when  you  are  meeting  the  execution  of 
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the  awful  penalty  due  to  sin,  by  seeing 
those,  who  have  been  thus  sustained  by 
your  example  in  sin,  take  their  places  by 
your  side  in  the  world  of  despair?  Will 
not  the  very  sight  of  your  injured  com- 
panions bring  additional  anguish  to  your 
bosoms  1  That  will  be  an  agonized  re- 
flection, "  them  I  have  helped  to  ruin 
forever  I" 

Seek  not,  therefore,  to  brace  yourself 
up  in  impenitence  by  the  thought,  that 
many  others  are  in  the  same  case  with 
yourself,  and  will  share,  if  you  perish, 
your  punishment.  Let  the  solemn  facts, 
which  I  have  stated  in  this  letter  bear 
upon  your  mind  with  their  proper  force. 
You  must  confess  the  justice  of  God  in 
uttering  the  sentence  of  death  upon  you. 
Your  own  heart  will,  doubtless,  acknow- 
ledge its  guilt.  You  are  convinced,  that 
no  love  to  God  has  ever  swelled  your  bo- 
som.   It  cannot  be  wTrong,  then,  for  God 
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to  pour  out  the  vials  of  his  wrath  upon 
one  who,  acknowledgedly,  has  filled  up 
his  life  with  sin.  Your  condition  is  one  of 
immense  hazard.  Oh,  forget  not  that  the 
execution  of  the  tremendous  penalty  of 
the  law  delays,  only  till  death  shall  hur- 
ry your  soul  into  eternity !  Think  what 
must  then  be  the  desolation — the  woe — 
the  everlasting  woe — that  shall  come 
over  you  !  I  leave  you  to  your  own 
thoughts,  and  pray  God  that  you  may 
deeply  realize  the  justice  of  the  doom 
which  hangs  over  you. 

I  am,  with  many  prayers  for  your 
welfare, 

Your  affectionate  brother, 
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My  Dear  Brother, 

I  trust  you  have  weighed  well  the 
remarks  which  I  made  in  my  last  letter 
respecting  your  condition  as  a  sinner 
exposed  to  the  severest  displeasure  of  a 
holy  God.  The  subject  of  my  present 
communication  will  have  suggested  it- 
self, doubtless,  to  your  mind  before  this. 
It  must  have  occurred  to  you  with  great 
force,  that  it  is  a  duty  you  oice  to  God 
and  to  yourself  to  repent  immediately  of 
your  sins. 

The  duty  of  repentance  results  prin- 
cipally from  your  relation  to  God.  He 
is  your  Creator.  It  is  His  arm  that 
has  ever  sustained  you  in  existence,  and 
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upon  which  you  must  depend  for  your 
future  support.  You  have  freely  refused 
to  give  Him  the  love  which  was  His 
due.  You  have  unreasonably  and  vol- 
untarily disobeyed  Him.  There  was 
no  compulsion  used — no  force — no  de- 
ception by  God.  Your  sins  were  all 
the  result  of  your  perfect  freedom,  else 
they  would  not  have  been  rightly  called 
sins.  There  can  be  no  guilt  which  has 
not  been  contracted  in  the  free  exercise 
of  a  free  mind. 

You  can,  therefore,  plead  no  excuse 
for  living,  as  you  have  done,  in  the  ne- 
glect of  God's  laws  and  in  opposition  to 
His  expressed  will.  You  are,  probably, 
sensible  that  all  excuses  of  this  kind 
are  vain  and  will  not  be  accepted  by 
Jehovah — nay,  that  they  cannot  be  ac- 
cepted by  Him  without  a  forfeiture  of 
his  noblest  attributes. 

The  duty  of  repentance  would  seem 
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to  be  a  given  point  which  need  not  be 
discussed.  If  you  have  disobeyed  God, 
who,  by  creation,  has  a  perfect  right  to 
command  you,  and  to  enforce  obedience, 
what  can  be  more  called  for  than  imme- 
diate repentance  ? 

A  father  tells  his  son  to  remain  at 
home  during  his  absence,  which  would 
continue  till  night.  As  soon  as  his 
father  is  gone,  the  son  says  to  himself, 
"  It  will  never  be  discovered  if  I  take 
my  gun  and  spend  the  afternoon  in 
hunting."  He,  accordingly,  follows  the 
bent  of  his  inclinations  and  returns  at 
an  early  hour.  But  his  conscience 
troubles  him.  He  feels  that  he  has  done 
wrong — that  he  ought  not  to  have  dis- 
obeyed his  father's  command.  He  con- 
siders that  his  father  has  a  perfect  right 
to  command  him,  and  that  he  has  treat- 
ed him  very  unkindly  in  return  for  all 
the  goodness   which  he  had  received 
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from  him.  He  goes  to  him,  as  soon  as 
he  returns,  and?  with  an  appearance 
which  shows  him  sincere,  confesses  his 
sin  and  begs  his  father's  forgiveness. 
Here  was  repentance.  And  what  could 
be  more  natural  than  that  such  a  course 
should  be  pursued  by  the  son  who  was 
thoroughly  convinced  that  he  had 
sinned  and  exposed  himself  to  the  just 
punishment  which  his  father  might  see 
fit  to  inflict  ?  Would  not  an  increase 
of  guilt  have  been  contracted,  if  the  re- 
pentance had  not  been  exercised /? 

Do  you  not  see  then,  my  dear  broth- 
er, that  it  is  your  indispensable  duty  to 
turn  from  your  sins — to  repent  at  once 
of  your  iniquity  1  You  have  broken 
the  commands  of  a  kind  parent.  I  have 
tried  to  show  you  your  guilt  in  so  doing. 
Ought  you  not,  therefore,  to  repent  sin- 
cerely and  go  to  God  whom  you  have 
offended  and  plead  for  pardon  1     If  you 
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do  not  pursue  this  course  your  sins  will 
be  increased — your  guilt  rendered  im- 
mensely greater. 

Nor  will  it  be  enough  for  you  to 
grieve   that   you   have   sinned,   simply 
because  there  is  a  retribution  coming — 
because  eternal  misery  is  threatened. 
This  is  to  be  sorry,  not  for  sin  as  com- 
mitted against  a  kind  and  merciful  God, 
but  for  the  results  of  sin — for  the  im- 
pending punishment.     Suppose  the  son, 
above    mentioned,   had,    on    returning 
from   his   hunting   excursion,  reflected 
upon  the  punishment  which  his  father 
had  threatened  in  case  of  disobedience, 
and,  simply  in  view  of  that,  had  regret- 
ted that  he  did  not  stay  at  home,  would 
such    regret    be   sincere    repentance  ? 
Would  it  have  been  all  that  the  sin  of 
disobedience  called  for  1  No.    He  ought 
to  have  been  sorry  that  he  had  not  re- 
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garded  his  father  with  more  affection 
than  to  be  willing  to  disobey  him. 

So,  if  you  feel  aright  in  reference  to 
your  sin,  you  will  be  sorry  that  you 
have  offended  God  by  it — that  you  have 
not  more  regarded  his  commands,  which 
are  all  right — holy  and  good.  To  re- 
pent because  you  have  done  something 
for  which  you  expect  punishment,  is 
not  true  penitence.  The  feeling  of  your 
heart  should  be,  "  I  have  sinned  against 
my  Creator  and  Preserver,  and  it  grieves 
me  to  think  how  I  have  abused  his 
love." 

But  perhaps  you  will  ask,  "  Will  my 
repentance  secure  God's  blessing  ?  Will 
He  pardon  my  sins  if  I  repent  of  them  ? 
In  other  words,  shall  I  be  reinstated 
into  His  favor  f} 

And  what  has  your  duty  to  do,  my 
brother,  with  the  negative  or  affirmative 
answer  to  such  questions?     Does  not 
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your  duty,  in  regard  to  repentance  for 
your  voluntary  sin  against  God,  remain 
the  same  whether  you  are  ever  to  re- 
ceive or  expect  forgiveness  or  not  ? 
Does  the  fact,  that  God  refuses  to  par- 
don your  guilt,  change  the  nature  of  that 
guilt  ?  Is  not  its  enormity  the  same  ? 
— its  demerits,  are  they  not  precisely 
the  same  7 

In  the  case  supposed,  if  the  son  had 
been  convinced  that  he  had  done  wrong 
in  breaking  the  command  of  a  kind 
and  indulgent  father,  and  yet  was 
doubtful  whether  he  should  repent  or 
not,  because  he  was  in  doubt  as  to  his 
father's  forgiveness  of  his  disobedience, 
he  would  have  exhibited  a  heart  totally 
unfit  to  receive  the  blessing  of  forgive- 
ness. If  his  feelings  were  such  as  they 
should  have  been,  he  would  have  been 
melted  into  contrition  in  view  of  his  sin, 
not  in  view  of  his  father's  forgiveness  of 
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that  sin.  Nay,  I  go  further,  and  affirm 
that  his  obligations  to  repent  would 
have  been  the  same,  if  he  had  known 
that  he  should  not  receive  his  father's 
pardon.  His  duty  could  not  have  been 
affected  by  any  course  pursued  by  his 
father. 

You  will  see  then,  my  dear  brother, 
that  the  inquiry  of  a  sinner  against  God 
should  not  be,  "  will  He  forgive  me  if  I 
repent  V  Such  a  question  ought  not 
to  be  agitated  by  him.  It  is  his  duty 
to  be  broken-hearted  for  sin,  whatever 
God's  course  in  relation  to  him  may  be. 
Even  if  he  could  know,  to  a  certainty, 
that  for  the  sins  he  has  committed  God 
would  cast  him  off  forever,  his  duty 
would  be  the  same.  He  has  done  wrong 
— he  ought  to  be  sorry  for  it.  He  could 
not  do  less  than  this,  were  it  an  enemy 
whom  he  had  wrongfully  offended. 

Your  duty,  therefore,  is  clear  and 
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explicit.  You  owe  it  to  God,  whom  you 
have  offended,  to  repent  and  turn  from 
your  evil  way.  Whatever  becomes  of 
you — whether  God  pardons  your  sins, 
or  executes  the  sentence  of  death  upon 
you  in  its  fullest  extent — you  have 
wronged  him  in  a  thousand  ways  and 
you  ought  to  be  sorry — sincerely  heartily 
sorry  for  it.  If  you  are  not,  it  exhibits 
an  alarming  hardness  of  heart,  and  a 
stupidity  of  soul  to  the  demerits  of  sin 
truly  affecting. 

But  I  stated,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  letter,  not  only  that  you  owed  it 
to  God  to  repent  of  your  sins,  but  that 
you  owed  it  to  yourself. 

There  is  a  conscience  in  man  which 
is  rarely  so  seared  as  to  be  entirely 
unsusceptible  to  excitement.  It  is  a 
monitor  appointed  by  God  over  human 
thoughts  and  actions.  Now,  whenever 
you  do  wrong,  you  doubtless  feel  a  con- 

4* 
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viction  of  guilt  that  troubles  you.  And 
as  you  are  continually  engaged  in  sin, 
your  mind  is  continually  agitated  with 
fears  and  is  the  prey  of  remorse.  Now, 
why  is  this,  if  not  to  show  you  the  neces- 
sity of  feeling  your  guilt  so  as  to  lead 
you  to  repentance  ?  Repentance  of  sin 
will  be  to  you  a  relief.  It  will  take 
from  your  mind  a  heavy  burden.  You 
will,  at  least,  not  be  chargeable  with  the 
guilt  of  impenitence.  You  will  show 
that  you  are  not,  at  least,  indifferent  to 
your  sins.  You  owe  it  to  yourself  to 
repent. 

I  must  illustrate  what  I  have  now 
said  by  one  more  reference  to  the  unduti- 
ful  Son.  Suppose  the  Son  had  hardened 
his  heart  and  felt  no  penitence  for  his  sin 
of  disobedience,  and  had  concealed  the 
truth  from  his  Father  when  he  returned, 
would  he  not  have  been  much  more  un- 
happy than  if  he  had  repented  of  it,  and 
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confessed  it  to  his  father  7  and  if  he  had 
neglected  to  confess  it  for  several  days, 
and  then  had  come  to  the  resolution  of 
doing  it,  and  executed  his  resolution, 
would  not  a  heavy  weight  have  been 
thrown  off  his  mind  ? 

Thus  you  will  find  great  relief,  if 
you  are  sorry  for  your  sins,  and  if  (as  is 
implied  in  repentance)  you  confess  them 
to  God,  and  beg  his  forgiveness. 

I  hope  that  you  are  already  convin- 
ced of  the  trutli  of  the  statements  I 
have  now  made.  Your  mind  will  yield, 
I  am  persuaded,  to  the  firm  conviction 
that  you  need  to  repent  of  your  sins — 
that  your  duty  to  God,  whom  you  have 
injured,  and  to  yourself,  requires  it. 
Look  directly  at  your  duty.  You  have 
done  wrong.  Ask  no  questions  in  re- 
gard to  the  result  of  your  repentance. 
Be  assured  that,  whatever  be  your  des- 
tiny hereafter,  you  cannot  turn  too  soon 
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from  the  evil  of  your  ways.  You  can- 
not be  too  sensible  of  your  guilt  in  the 
sight  of  God — or  too  broken-hearted  in 
view  of  it.  It  is  true,  the  sentence  of 
wrath  is  gone  forth  against  you — you 
are  under  the  curse,  and  the  arm  of  jus- 
tice is  lifted  to  destroy  you  forever ; 
and  the  question,  how  you  shall  find  a 
refuge  from  that  wrath,  is  an  important 
question.  But  your  first  business  is  to 
feel  your  guilt — to  be  humbled  under  a 
sense  of  it — and  to  repent  of  it,  with 
the  resolution  to  forsake  it  forever. 
This  is  your  solemn  duty — your  first 
duty.  You  cannot  delay  the  work  a 
single  day,  without  incurring  great  guilt 
in  addition  to  that  already  laid  up  in  the 
remembrance  of  God  against  you.  Will 
you  not,  my  brother,  attend  to  the  claims 
of  God  upon  your  repentance  immedi- 
ately. Be  assured,  it  will  ease  your 
own  mind  of  a  heavy  burden.  And  even 
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if  it  does  not,  the  claim  ought  to  be  met, 
and  that  without  delay.     You  may  ex- 
pect to  hear  from  me  again  soon. 
Your  affectionate  brother, 


LETTER    IV. 


My  Dear  Brother, 

In  my  last  letter, I  endeavored  to  con- 
vince you  that  it  is  your  duty  to  repent, 
simply  because  you  have  done  wrong — 
because  your  conduct  has  been  rebel- 
lious against  God.  I  hope  you  have  re- 
pented— that,  upon  the  conviction  of 
your  guilt,  you  saw  your  duty  and  fulfill- 
ed it.  I  hope,  however,  that  your  re- 
pentance is  not  grounded  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  it  will  purchase  pardon,  for  then 
your  repentance  is  not  genuine.  True 
repentance  is,  as  I  have  already  showTn 
you,  sorrow  for  sin,  not  for  its  results. 

And  my  object  in  this  communica- 
tion is,  to  show  the  utter  inefficacy  of  re- 
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pentance  to  atone  for  sins  in  reference  to 
which  it  is  exercised. 

You  need  not  be  startled  at  an  asser- 
tion which  renders  the  sinner's  case  so 
apparently  hopeless,  nor  need  you  ex- 
claim "  who  then  can  be  saved  V1  (Matt. 
19  :  25.)  I  am  not  now  bound  to  answer 
such  a  question.  It  does  not  belong  to 
the  topic  of  this  letter.  My  present  ob- 
ject is  simply  to  prove  or  substantiate 
the  fact,  that  repentance  cannot  clear  you 
from  guilt.  No  matter  what  startling 
inferences  are  drawn  from  it.  The  truth 
is  still  the  same,  and  it  must  be  submit- 
ted to. 

An  atonement  for  sin  cannot  be  made, 
unless  an  equivalent  is  paid  for  the  debt 
which  has  been  contracted.  Now,  on 
your  own  acknowledgement,  and  as  I 
have  shown  in  a  previous  letter,  you 
have  broken  God's  law — not  once,  or 
twice — but  a  thousand  times.     And  the 
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penalty,  attached  to  the  law  for  trans- 
gression, is  eternal  death.  Suppose,  then, 
upon  consideration  that  you  feel  deeply 
sensible  of  the  guilt  of  your  conduct,  and 
come  to  God  with  a  penitent  confes- 
sion of  your  sin,  will  such  penitence  be 
an  equivalent  for  the  debt  1  You  have, 
if  I  may  so  speak,  borrowed,  or,  more  cor- 
rectly, taken  of  God  the  affections  of  a 
whole  life,  and  devoted  them  to  sin.  How 
shall  these  affections  be  regained  by  God  % 
What  remuneration  can  you  make  1 
You  cannot  pay  Him  surely  by  living  a 
more  holy  life  henceforth,  for  that  is  your 
duty  without  taking  into  the  account  the 
past.  It  would  have  been  your  duty 
thus  to  live,  if  you  had  never  laid  your., 
self  under  additional  obligations  by  sin. 
Nor  will  the  most  sincere  regret — the 
most  hearty  sorrow  for  your  life  of  sin, 
cancel  your  debt  to  God.  Does  such 
sorrow  affect  a  positive  obligation  %  Can 
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it  obliterate  the  sense  of  guilt  from  your 
mind  ?  Never.  After  repentance  you 
will  still  feel  as  guilty— as  deserving  of 
the  wrath  of  God  as  before. 

A  child  disobeys  his  parents'  com- 
mands, and  afterwards,  sees  how  wicked 
and  unkind  the  act  of  disobedience  was. 
He  feels  grieved  that  he  has  so  done,  and 
confesses  it  to  his  parents.  Now,  how 
does  that  child  feel  in  relation  to  his  sin? 
Is  his  conscience  relieved  ?  Has  he  made 
satisfaction  ?  No  ;  he  still  reflects  upon 
his  guilt,  and  is  sensible  that  he  has  made 
no  reparation  of  a  broken  law.  It  still 
remains  a  truth,  and  as  serious  a  truth  as 
ever,  that  the  commands  of  his  parents 
were  disobeyed  by  him.  The  guilt  is  in 
tio  degree  diminished  by  his  sorrow  for 
it. 

So  your  penitence  in  view  of  your 
sin  against  a  kind  and  merciful  God  will 
never,  in  the  least,  diminish  the  guilt  of 


ADTICE    TO    A    BROTHER,  51 

it.  It  will  forever  be  true,  that  the  law 
of  God  has  been  broken  by  you  unkindly 
and  rebelliously.  No  groans,  nor  tears, 
nor  confessions  will  alter  the  debt  you 
have  contracted  by  sin.  They  can  ne- 
ver atone  for  one  transgression. 

The  law  does  not  demand  repent- 
ance of  the  infringer  of  it.  It  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  it.  If  it  were  availa- 
ble in  restoring  innocence  to  one  who 
has  sinned  by  disobeying  any  of  the 
commands  of  God,  surely  a  promise  to 
that  effect  would  have  been  included  in 
the  law.  But  no  such  promise  is  made. 
So  far  then  is  repentance  from  reinsta- 
ting the  transgressor  in  a  condition  of 
innocence — so  far  is  it  from  satisfying 
the  law,  that  the  law  recognizes  no  such 
thing  as  repentance. 

Your  sorrow  for  sin,  then,  my  bro- 
ther, gives  you  no  advantage  in  regard 
to  freedom  from  guilt.     You  stand  still 
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accused  as  a  rebel  against  God,  and  a 
transgressor  of  the  law. 

Neither  is  repentance,  in  itself,  a 
ground  of  pardon.  The  sentence  of  the 
law  against  those  who  break  it  is  posi- 
tive and  unconditional.  "  The  soul  that 
sinneth,  it  shall  die"  "  Cursed  is  every 
one  who  continueth  not  in  all  things 
written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do 
them  !7?  God's  word  has  gone  forth,  that 
whoever  breaks  one  command  of  the 
law  shall  perish  miserably.  Repentance 
alone  cannot  avail  to  hold  unexecuted 
the  sentence.  Shall  God  forbear  to  in- 
flict punishment  on  the  infringers  of  his 
law  which  is  backed  by  such  tremen- 
dous penalties,  merely  because  they  are 
sorry  for  having  so  done?  What  will 
become  of  his  veracity?  Who  would 
fear  God,  if  it  was  generally  under- 
stood that  He  would  forgive  those  who 
are  sorry  for  their  sins?     Either  God  is 
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not  a  God  of  truth  and  integrity,  or  He 
will  not  pardon  the  breach  of  His  law, 
for  repentance  as  a  ground.  It  is  not 
an  equivalent.  So  that  the  sentence  of 
the  law  stands  against  you  in  full  force, 
even  after  repentance  is  exercised,  un- 
less it  can  be  shown  that  an  equivalent 
has  been  paid  in  some  other  way. 

I  might  illustrate  this  truth  by  a 
familiar  case  which  occurs  to  my  mind. 
A  certain  man,  not  long  since,  forged  a 
check  upon  one  of  our  most  respectable 
banks,  for  which  he  received  10,000 
dollars,  which  he  soon  put  out  of  his 
hands  in  payment  of  his  debts.  It  was 
providentially  discovered,  and  the  fraud 
was  proved  to  have  been  committed  by 
him.  Meanwhile,  on  reflecting  upon 
his  crime,  he  felt  a  sense  of  guilt,  and 
repented  that  he  had  so  done.  He  felt 
truly  penitent  for  his  sin.  And  when 
the  sheriff  was  conducting  him  to  prison, 
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he  exhibited  every  mark  of  genuine 
sorrow  for  his  wickedness.  The  magis- 
trate, who  had  the  power  to  pardon 
him,  was  convinced  of  his  sincerity,  and 
believed  he  was  truly  penitent.  Yet 
when  application  was  made  to  him,  by 
a  large  number  of  respectable  friends, 
for  his  release,  he  would  not  grant  it. 
Now  I  ask  yoUj  if  you  suppose  the  re- 
pentance of  that  forger  laid  the  magis- 
trate under  any  obligation  to  pardon 
him  ?  Did  his  penitence  remove  all 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  his  forgiveness  ? 
If  so,  then  in  every  case,  where  there  is 
evidence  of  repentance,  pardon  ought 
to  be  bestowed.  On  this  principle  many 
a  murderer  would  escape  the  gallows, 
for  many  have  truly  repented  of  their 
crime.  No  ;  there  are  other  questions 
to  be  considered  than  whether  a  crimi- 
nal has  repented  or  not  ?  Will  the  law 
permit  his  pardon  ?      Will  no  injury  re- 


ADVICE   TO   A   BROTHER.  55 

suit  to  community  from  it  ?  Will  not 
others  become  bold  in  sin  in  the  hope 
of  pardon  if  convicted  ?  "  Will  his  peni- 
tence, (the  magistrate  may  say)  secure 
my  justification,  if  I  pardon  one  who, 
all  are  convinced,  is  guilty,  and  on 
whom  the  law  requires  me  to  inflict  a 
specific  punishment  1"  You  will  per- 
ceive that  these  questions  must  be  an- 
swered satisfactorily j  before  the  culprit 
can  safely  be  pardoned.  And  even  then, 
there  is,  confessedly,  no  obligation 
broken  if  pardon  is  refused.  If  granted, 
it  is  a  mere  act  of  mercy.  It  may  have 
been  suggested,  indeed,  by  the  evidence 
which  was  given  of  repentance.  Repent- 
ance may  have  been  the  occasion  but 
not  the  ground  of  pardon. 

Now,  God's  laws  were  made  for 
intelligent  men.  They  were  communi- 
cated, in  substance,  to  Adam,  while  in 
a  state  of  holiness.     All  the  motives, 
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which  can  be  conceived  to  influence  a 
holy  mind,  were  urged  upon  him,  and 
that  too  while  his  heart  was  uncor- 
rupted.  Who  does  not  see  that  for  him 
to  break  the  law  of  God,  was  a  crime 
of  fearful  magnitude,  and  that  his  repent- 
ance, if  genuine,  could  not,  consistently, 
be  accepted  as  a  reparation  of  the 
broken  law?  All  the  descendants  of 
Adam  are  subjected  to  the  same  holy 
and  perfect  law,  because  no  other  less 
perfect  law  would  consist  with  the 
holiness  and  perfection  of  God.  And, 
although  we  are  in  circumstances  less 
favorable  to  perfect  obedience  than 
those  in  which  Adam  was  placed,  yet 
no  one  can  reasonably  doubt  that  we 
have  the  ability  (either  natural  or 
moral)  to  yield  such  obedience.  If, 
then,  contrary  to  our  complete  know- 
ledge of  duty,  we  commit  sin,  we  lay 
ourselves,  as  I  have  before  said,  under 
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the  curse.  And  can  we  suppose  that 
God  is  under  the  necessity  of  pardoning 
us,  because  we  repent  ?  It  is  not  so.  We 
must  repent,  because  we  have  done 
wrong,  but  we  must  never  suppose  that 
it  will  be  the  ground  or  reason  of  our 
forgiveness.  If  it  is  a  condition  of  par- 
don, it  certainly  is  not  the  reason  of  it. 

Now,  I  know  the  tendency  of  the 
natural  mind  to  look  for  given  and 
advantageous  results  from  all  its  move- 
ments. And  if  it  cannot  see  an  intrinsic 
value  in  repentance  in  reference  to  the 
security  of  some  permanent  good,  it  will 
discard  the  very  thought  of  it.  But  the 
reason  is,  it  does  not  feel  its  guilt.  It 
may  have  a  speculative  knowledge  of  it, 
but  not  an  efficient  knowledge.  If  the 
fact  of  a  sinner's  repentance  has  any 
value,  it  is  a  factitious  value,  that  is  to 
say,  a  value  acquired  by  the  occurrence 
of  some   other  fact  foreign  to  it.     It 
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will,  as  I  have  proved,  never  be  admit- 
ted by  God  as  a  ground  of  justification 
or  pardon. 

You  see  then,  my  dear  brother,  that 
so  far  as  our  investigations  have  yet 
gone,  you  are  in  a  most  hopeless  and 
desperate  state.  A  broken  law  unre- 
paired, utters  still  against  you  its  fear- 
ful curses.  The  mount  of  Sinai  sends 
forth  still  its  awful  notes  of  alarm.  No 
bow  of  hope  arches  the  sky.  Darkness 
and  clouds  are  about  the  throne  of  God. 
Oh !  what  wrecks  has  sin  made !  What 
ruins  are  all  around  us !  On  the  exami- 
nation of  your  condition  in  relation  to 
God,  you  find  yourself  a  wretched  sinner 
— whom  no  prayers — no  tears — no  peni- 
tence can  deliver  from  the  guilt  of  hav- 
ing broken  the  law  a  thousand  times. 
No  reparation  of  a  single  breach  can 
you  ever  make.     Repentance,  so  much 
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your  duty  and  so  much  your  privilege^ 
possesses  no  merit — atones  for  no  sin — 
icill  never  be  accepted  as  the  reason  of 
salvation  or  pardon.  God  has  said 
himself,  "  All  our  righteousnesses  are 
as  filthy  rags."  (Isa.  64 :  6.)  What, 
then,  can  you  do  ?  What  refuge,  then, 
is  there  for  you  from  the  full  execution 
of  all  the  woes  threatened  in  the  law  ? 
Let  this  thought  fill  your  mind,  that 
past  guilt  cannot  be  pardoned  by  repent- 
ance as  a  ground !  Feel  that  you  have 
brought  yourself  into  a  condition  from 
which  no  human  efforts  can  save  you — 
a  condition  of  wrath  and  final  woe  ! 
And  feel  too,  that  it  is  a  just  punish- 
ment which  impends  over  you,  and  from 
which  no  earthly  power  can  snatch 
you  !  Nor  does  the  fearfulness  of  your 
condition  release  you  from  the  perform- 
ance of  a  single  duty.     Be  sensible  of 
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your  guilt,  and  repent  and  confess  your 
sins  to  God,  which  are  your  reasonable 
service.     I  shall  write  again  soon. 
Your  affectionate  brother, 


LETTER   V. 


My  Dear  Brother, 

The  question,  which  most  naturally 
arises  in  view  of  statements  and  argu- 
ments like  those  contained  in  my  four 
former  letters,  is  a  most  solemn  and 
interesting  one.  "  Is  there  no  hope  for 
me?" 

How  can  there  be  any  hope  for  a 
sinner  like  you,  or  for  any  of  the  fallen 
race  of  man  ?  Has  not  God  uttered  the 
curse  ?  Is  not  the  sentence  of  death 
eternal  sealed  with  his  name  1  And 
with  acknoivledged  justice  too?  Who 
then  can  save  you  from  the  devouring 
fire  7     Who  can  redeem  you  from  ever- 
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lasting  burnings?  Solemn,  momentous 
questions ! 

My  dear  brother,  there  is — there  is 
hope.  I  rejoice  to  communicate  the 
cheering  intelligence.  God,  from  His 
high  throne,  seems  even  now  commis- 
sioning his  messengers  of  mercy  to  bring 
aid  to  your  despairing  soul.  "  Deliver 
him  from  going  down  to  the  pit ;  I  have 
found  a  ransom  !"  (Job  33 :  24.)  O  ! 
does  not  your  soul  glow  with  the  thought 
that  you  are  yet  a  prisoner  of  hope  1 
That  there  is  a  power  which  can  pour 
light  into  the  dark  prison  in  which  you 
have  been  so  long  confined  1 

If  the  prisoner,  who  has  long  worn 
the  galling  chain  in  the  depth  of  a 
gloomy  dungeon,  without  the  most  dis- 
tant idea  of  ever  being  permitted  to 
ascend  to  the  light  of  day,  should  be 
told  that  a  way  of  escape  had  been 
provided,  which  was  secure  from  pur- 
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suit,  and  that  he  was  required  only  to 
follow  the  leadings  of  his  informer,  what 
strength  of  joy — what  enthusiasm  would 
swell  his  soul  as  he  immediately  made 
ready  for  his  departure  !  And  shall  not 
the  glad  tidings  from  heaven  to  the  soul 
of  a  dying  sinner  revive  the  decaying 
energies  of  his  nature?  Even  the  an- 
gels evinced  their  joy  in  the  redeeming 
work  of  God.  "  Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest,  peace,  good- will  towards  men !" 
(Luke  2 :  14.)  Alas  !  what  would  have 
become  of  man,  if  he  had  been  left  to 
fill  up  the  measure  of  his  days  without 
an  object  of  hope  upon  which  to  fix  his 
affections ! 

Do  you  ask,  with  incredulity,  how 
can  God's  law  be  sustained  if  he  saves 
those  who  have  broken  it  ?  Or,  How 
can  a  broken  laiv  be  repaired  ?  I  answer, 
it  can  only  be  done  by  a  vicarious  atone- 
ment.    Some  one  must  take  the  sinner's 
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place.  The  law  condemns  you  to  death 
for  your  sins — now  some  one,  of  suffi- 
cient qualifications,  must  assume  the 
debt  which  you  have  long  owed  to  God. 
He  must  take  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility of  settling  the  demands  of  the 
law.  There  can  be  no  other  way.  The 
sword  of  justice  must  fall.  The  sentence 
of  the  law  must  be  executed.  There 
may  possibly  be  a  transfer  of  exposure 
to  punishment  from  you  to  some  one 
else.  In  no  other  way  can  you  be  quit 
of  the  punishment  which  now  hangs 
over  you. 

Who  then,  my  brother,  is  competent 
to  the  high  task  of  atoning  for  the  sins 
of  men  ?  There  are  many  opinions  on 
this  question,  some  of  which  I  shall 
mention,  in  order  that  your  mind  may 
be  forever  set  at  rest  in  regard  to  their 
strength  or  weakness.  All  believers  in 
a  revelation  made  by  God,  agree  in  this, 
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that  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  whose  history- 
is  contained  in  the  New  Testament, 
was  either  the  efficient,  or  instrumental 
agent  in  accomplishing  an  atonement 
for  sin.  They  all  believe  that  his  ap- 
pearance on  earth — his  life — his  suffer- 
ings and  his  death  were,  in  some  way, 
connected  with  human  salvation.  But 
there  are  wide  differences  of  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  character  of  Christ — dif- 
ferences so  important  as  to  exclude  the 
one  class  of  professed  believers  from  the 
Christian  charity  and  communion  of 
the  other. 

It  is  believed  by  some  that  the  Re- 
deemer was  a  mere  man — only  a  man. 
Let  us  inquire  now  if  an  atonement  for 
sin  could  have  been  made  by  him.  We 
will  suppose  him  perfect  in  character, 
and  possessed  of  all  those  pure  princi- 
ples which  were  the  original  inheritance 
of  the  first  man.     Can  he  restore  fallen 
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men  to  the  favor  of  God?  Can  he 
repair  a  shattered  law  ?  Can  he?  by 
subjecting  himself  to  the  curse  which 
has  gone  forth  against  the  sinner,  bear 
it  for  him,  so  that  it  shall  be  removed 
from  its  rightful  owner  ?  How  can  he 
do  this  ?  By  taking  the  sinner's  place  1 
By  subjecting  himself  to  the  same  pun- 
ishment ?  But  what  more  will  such  an 
act  of  a  perfectly  holy  man  effect,  than 
to  set  one  sinner  free.  One  man  cannot 
surely  stand  in  the  place  of  more  than 
one  man.  Now,  would  God  suffer  a 
sinner  to  escape  from  justice,  and  inflict 
punishment  upon  a  perfectly  holy  man  t 
There  are  two  reasons  why  he  would 
not  do  this.  One  is,  that  he  sees  his 
own  image  in  the  face  of  the  substitute, 
and  he  cannot  deface  it.  He  cannot 
inflict  punishment  upon  one  who  has 
ever  loved  him  and  given  him  his  best 
affections.     Another  reason  is,  his  cha- 
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racter  would  not,  by  such  an  event,  be 
justified,  if  he  should  save  the  sinner. 
He  has  pledged  his  word  that  the  sinner 
shall  die.  He  made  no  reserve  in  favor 
of  the  sinner,  as  that  he  might  escape, 
if  he  could  obtain  one  to  supply  his 
place.  Men  would  inquire,  what  has 
become  of  God's  truth  ?  They  would 
be  unable  to  see  any  justification  of  his 
character,  in  the  fact  that  he  inflicted 
punishment  on  an  innocent  man  in  order 
to  set  a  guilty  wretch  free.  Besides,  as 
we  have  seen,  one  holy  man  could  take 
the  place  of  only  one  sinner,  even  if  such 
substitution  were  permitted.  If  Christ, 
then,  was  a  man — a  mere  man — he  was 
not  competent  to  the  icork  of  atonement. 
His  sufferings  and  death  would  not  be 
available  in  reconciling  the  world  unto 
God,  or  in  justifying  the  act  of  God  in 
saving  any  sinners  from  eternal  death. 
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If  he  was  a  mere  man,  you  can  hope  for 
no  advantage  from  his  death. 

Another  class  of  professed  believers 
in  Revelation  admit  that  Christ  was 
more  than  a  mere  man — they  acknow- 
ledge him  to  be  higher  than  the  angels 
— even  the  highest  created  being  in  the 
universe.  Those  who  hold  to  this  opin- 
ion are  usually  denominated  Unitarians, 
although  that  term  includes  many  of 
the  former  class  of  believers.  Can  then, 
Christ,  considered  in  this  light,  accom- 
plish an  atonement  for  sin  ? 

Are  not  the  difficulties  in  this  case 
as  great  or  greater  than  in  the  other  1 
Here  is  a  being,  more  glorious  than  the 
highest  archangels,  yet  a  creature  of 
God,  manifested  in  human  flesh — living 
a  life  of  reproach  and  misery — and  sub- 
mitting at  length  to  the  death  of  the 
cross.  He  does  this  voluntarily,  when 
he  might  have  remained  in  his  glory. 
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chanting  his  songs  of  praise  to  God,  and 
being  filled  with  the  joys  of  His  pres- 
ence. O  !  it  was  love  that  induced  him 
to  come  down  from  heaven — to  suffer 
— to  bleed,  and  to  die  !  What  philan- 
thropy !  What  enthusiasm  of  love  !  to 
exhibit  such  condescension  that  man 
might  be  saved  !  But,  my  dear  brother, 
what  other  feeling  is  mingled  with  our 
admiration  of  his  holy  philanthropy? 
Is  not  here  a  sufficient  sacrifice  ?  Is  not 
God  now  justified  in  saving  sinners 
whom  he  has  doomed  to  death  eternal  ? 
Will  He  not  heed  the  condescension — 
the  love — the  sufferings — the  sympathy 
— of  the  noblest  and  best  of  His  crea- 
tures ? 

Alas  !  alas  !  There  is  no  comfort 
here !  'Tis  but  the  voice  of  love  that 
addresses  the  compassion  of  God!  ?Tis 
the  plea  of  mercy  only,  which  the  suffer- 
ings of  such  a  being  presents  !  Is  justice 
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satisfied  $  Has  she  put  up  her  sword 
in  its  scabbard  ?  No;  she  holds  it  up- 
lifted over  the  sinner  still. 

Such  a  being,  as  we  are  now  sup- 
posing Christ  to  have  been,  can  have  no 
more  holiness  than  it  is  necessary  for 
him  to  have  in  order  to  sustain  his  place 
in  the  ranks  of  the  heavenly  hosts.  He 
can  spare  none  for  the  dying  sinner. 
His  sufferings  and  death  would  be  de- 
rogatory to  the  character  of  Jehovah. 
Though  He  has  a  perfect  right  to  do 
what  he  will  with  His  own,  yet  he  will 
never  inflict  punishment  upon  one  who 
is  not  guilty.  He  says  himself,  "the 
soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die."  Nor 
would  the  death  of  such  a  being  show 
the  love  of  God.  It  would  show  a  love 
for  sinners  in  the  mind  of  the  substitute, 
but  not  in  the  mind  of  God.  It  would 
not  show  a  regard  to  the  honor  of  His 
law — it  would  not  convince  the  wrorld, 
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that  God  loved  justice,  because,  it  would 
imply  no  sacrifice  on  His  pa?'t. 

I  will  illustrate  my  meaning  to  make 
it  more  intelligible.  An  individual  is 
brought  before  a  king,  who  has  broken 
a  law  to  which  a  severe  penalty  is  an- 
nexed— viz  :  the  loss  of  both  his  eyes. 
The  fact  of  his  having  broken  the  law 
has  been  clearly  proved,  so  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  doubt.  The  king  orders 
the  sentence  to  be  executed.  At  this 
moment,  a  person,  who  has  conceived  a 
strong  affection  for  the  criminal,  offers 
to  submit  to  the  penalty  himself  on  con- 
dition  of  a  pardon  for  the  other.  What 
impressions  now  would  spectators  have, 
in  regard  to  such  a  substitution  as  is 
here  proposed  ?  They  would  be  affected 
by  such  a  generous  exhibition  of  love  to 
the  criminal  in  the  proposed  substitute. 
Suppose,  then,  the  king  should  ask  their 
opinion  of  the  proposal,  and  whether  he 


72  ADVICE    TO    A    BROTHER. 

had  better  consent  to  it,  would  they  not 
all,  to  a  man,  exclaim  against  it  ?  Would 
they  not  all  say,  let  the  real  criminal  bear 
his  own  punishment  ?  In  their  view,  could 
the  conduct  of  the  king  be  justified,  if 
he  should  cause  the  sentence  to  be  exe- 
cuted, according  to  request,  upon  any 
other  than  the  true  culprit  ?  And  if  he 
felt  as  he  should  feel,  would  he  not  say 
to  the  man,  who  so  kindly  offered  to 
lose  his  eyes  that  his  friend's  might  be 
preserved  to  him,  "  I  cannot  spare  your 
services  who  have  ever  obeyed  my  laws, 
and  have  been  a  pattern  of  obedience 
to  others  1  I  can  better  spare  his,  who 
has  rebelled,  and  introduced  confusion 
into  the  kingdom  1  Besides,  my  word 
is  pledged,  and  your  standing  in  his 
place,  instead  of  justifying  me  in  releas- 
ing him  from  punishment,  will  render 
it  necessary  for  me  to  justify  myself  in 
condemning  you,  an  innocent  person." 
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So  the  case  would  be  in  reference  to 
God,  if  He  should  receive,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  sinner,  any  created  being, 
however  high.  Such  a  substitute  would 
avail  nothing  in  regard  to  the  sinner's 
salvation.  The  character  of  God  would 
suffer  if  he  should  consent  to  it.  His 
law — so  strict — so  unrelenting — would 
utter  its  sanctions  in  vain. 

In  short,  there  is  nothing  striking — 
nothing  that  meets  the  mind — nothing 
that  enobles  the  law  and  exibits  the 
dignity  and  glory  of  God — in  such  a 
scheme  of  redemption.  There  is  in  it, 
on  the  contrary,  a  lowering  down  of  the 
rigid  principles  of  truth — there  is  a 
seeming  show  of  regard  to  law,  without 
the  reality.  It  does  not  satisfy  a  mind 
oppressed  with  a  sense  of  guilt  and 
longing  for  relief.  You  would  not  feel, 
my  brother,  like  going  to  such  a  person 
for  pardon  and  peace.    There  is  a  want 
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of  greatness  in  the  work  of  redemption 
as  professedly  accomplished  by  a  crea- 
ture of  God,  endued,  as  he  might  be, 
with  supernatural  power  and  glory. 
Your  soul  would  be  ever  agitated  with 
doubts  as  to  his  ability  to  save.  You 
would  never  rely  on  his  power  nor 
trust  yourself  upon  the  ocean  of  eter- 
nity, without  a  more  undoubted  sup- 
port— a  surer  refuge.  I  shall,  in  my 
next  letter,  endeavour  to  solve  the 
difficulty— the  seeming  difficulty — in 
the  way  of  a  sinner's  salvation. 
Your  affectionate  brother, 


LETTER   VI. 


My  Dear  Brother, 

In  my  last  letter,  I  affirmed  that  a 
way  of  escape  was  open  to  the  con- 
demned sinner,  from  the  execution  of 
his  sentence.  I  then  examined  some 
opinions  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  the 
sinner's  salvation  by  a  substitute— -us 
that  of  a  perfect  man  or  a  super-angeBc 
being.  I  trust  you  were  convinced  that 
no  created  being  could  have  taken  the 
sinner's  place  so  as  to  transfer  the  sen- 
tence to  himself,  and  prevent  its  inflic- 
tion upon  the  guilty ;  and  that  such  a 
theory  solves  none  of  the  difficulties 
with  which  your  mind  has  been  press- 
ed.     No ;  my  brother,  rely  not  on  such 
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dangerous — such  fatal  opinions.  There 
must  always  be  a  restlessness  in  the 
minds  of  all  who  embrace  them. 

You  may  be  desirous,  then,  to  in- 
quire, "  Who  can  stand  in  my  place — 
in  the  place  of  all  dying  sinners  V9  I 
answer,  God!  "  God  manifest  in  the 
Jlesh  /"  He  and  He  alone  could  have 
accomplished  the  work  of  man's  re- 
demption. And  He  has  actually  ac- 
complished it !  But  Oh  !  how  myste- 
riously He  wrought  in  its  execution ! 
Adore;  my  dear  brother,  the  riches  of 
the  grace  which  induced  Jehovah  to 
stoop  so  low  from  His  high  throne,  to 
save  such  sinners  as  you  and  I ! 

In  dwelling  upon  this  scheme  of  Re- 
demption,— a  scheme  worthy  of  its  glo- 
rious Designer — I  can  touch  only  upon 
a  few  points  in  its  history.  As  the 
Scripture  expresses  it,  "  He  saw  that 
there  was  no  man,  and  wondered  that 
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there  was  no  intercessor;  therefore  His 
arm  brought  salvation  unto  Him,  and 
His  righteousness,  it  sustained  Him.,? 
(Isa.  59  :  16.)  "  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Soji, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." 
(John  3 :  16.) 

The  Bible,  in  many  parts  of  it,  de- 
scribes God  as  existing  in  three  Persons 
— to  which  mode  of  existence  there  is 
no  human  analogy.  Nor  can  we  con- 
ceive of  such  a  thing  for  the  very  plain 
reason  that  we  have  not  now  the  senses 
by  which  we  can  perceive  spirit.  As  we 
have  no  conception  of  the  nature  of  spi- 
rit, we  can  know  nothing  of  the  mode 
of  its  existence.  This  is  a  matter  of 
pure  Revelation)  which  it  is  not  the  pro- 
vince of  reason  to  impugn.  To  these 
three  Persons  in  the  Godhead,  the 
terms,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit, 
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are  affixed  in  Scripture,  in  reference  to 
the  work  which  They  Kane,  accomplish- 
ed and  are  still  to  accomplish.  It  was 
the  Son  to  whom  was  committed  the 
work  of  atonement.  He  left  the  throne 
in  the  heavens  and  descended  into  a 
bodily  form.  He  "  was  made  flesh  and 
dwelt  among  us  (and  we  beheld  His 
glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  Begotten 
of  the  Father,)  full  of  grace  and  truth. " 
(John  1 :  14.) 

I  need  not  set  down  the  history  of 
His  life  on  earth,  as  you  may  read  it  in 
the  four  Gospels,  expressed  in  more  af- 
fecting language  than  any  I  can  employ. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  He  suffered 
much  from  the  rage  of  his  enemies 
and  from  the  suspicions  of  his  friends. 
After  passing  through  about  thirty 
years  of  reproaches  and  privations  and 
trials,  of  which  we  can  form  little  con- 
ception, He  finished  his  work  of  atone- 
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ment  by  crucifixion  on  the  hill  of  Cal- 
vary. Oh !  what  agony  He  endured  in 
the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  when  borne 
down  with  the  weight  of  a  world's  sins, 
He  sweat,  as  it  were,  great  drops  of 
blood  falling  down  to  the  ground  !  And 
who  can  conceive  the  anguish  that 
swelled  His  holy  soul  as  the  wicked 
men,  whom  He  came  to  save,  nailed 
Him  to  the  cross,  and  pierced  Him  with 
a  spear!  There  "He  bare  our  griefs 
and  carried  our  sorrows."  (Isa.  53 : 
4.)  There  He  bore  upon  his  shoulders 
the  guilt  of  a  rebellious  and  hell-deser- 
ving world !  Thy  sins,  too,  and  mine 
were  there  !  For  He  looked  down  the 
interval  of  years  between  us  and  Him, 
and  knew  every  sin  we  should  commit, 
and  made  expiation  for  them  there  ! 
And  when  amidst  the  darkness  of  sym- 
pathising nature,  He  exclaimed,  "  It  is 
finished !"  (John  19 :  30.)  and  gave  up 
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the  Ghost,  then  it  was  that  earth  and 
heaven  and  all  created  beings  exclaim- 
ed, "  Let  man  be  saved,  for  thou  hast 
paid  the  ransom !" 

And  was  not  the  law — the  stern, 
unyielding  law  of  God — maintained? 
Was  it  not  honored  by  such  a  costly 
sacrifice?  Could  it  demand  a  more 
precious  victim  than  the  Son  of  God  ? 
The  Author  of  the  law  has  taken  the 
sinner's  place,  and  received  the  curse 
upon  Himself,  rather  than  dishonor  and 
destroy  the  efficiency  of  it,  by  omitting 
to  exact  the  penalty  of  the  transgres- 
sors. 

The  object  of  the  penalties  of  the 
law  was  to  secure  obedience.  If  no  atone- 
ment had  been  made,  and  those  pe- 
nalties had  not  been  inflicted  on  sinners, 
the  law  would  have  been  rendered 
inefficient.  But  now  sinners  will  not 
take  license  to  break  the  commands  of 
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God,  merely  because  they  see  that  its 
penalties  have  not  been  invariably  im- 
posed. They  see  in  the  condescension 
and  incarnation  and  death  of  the  Son 
of  God,  in  order  to  justify  him  in  saving 
the  guilty,  an  awful  result  of  a  violated 
law.  "  What !"  will  be  the  feeling  of 
the  heart,  "Must  the  Infinite  God  con- 
nect Himself  with  corrupt  humanity* 
and,  in  that  mysterious  connection,  pass 
through  sufferings  and  through  the 
grave,  that  the  sanctions  of  His  law 
may  not  be  annulled  1  It  is,  then,  a 
fearful  thing  to  break  the  law  of  God, 
backed  by  such  sanctions  !" 

The  sinner,  who  has  ever  thought 
upon  the  way  of  reconciliation  between 
him  and  God — upon  the  sacrifices  made 
to  open  it — will  feel  that  no  particle  of 
license  is  afforded  to  sin  by  the  justifi- 
cation which  God  gives  to  the  repenting 
and  returning  soul. 
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Satisfaction  has  indeed  been  made 
by  the  death  of  Christ  for  the  sins  of 
those  who  come  to  Him  in  faith.  The 
door  of  salvation  is  now  open  to  admit 
all  the  descendants  of  Adam  who  may 
wish  to  enter. 

It  is  impossible  to  show,  by  an  illus- 
tration, the  power  given  to  the  law  by 
the  sacrifice  of  Calvary.  But  the  nature 
of  the  influence  imparted  to  it  may  be 
seen  imperfectly  in  the  following  facts 
of  history : — 

An  ancient  king  made  a  law  that  if 
any  individual  should  be  guilty  of  a  cer- 
tain specified  crime  throughout  his  do- 
minions, he  should  be  deprived  of  both 
his  eyes.  His  own  son  was  soon  after 
proved  to  be  a  transgressor  of  this  law 
and  the  first  transgressor.  The  sympa- 
thies of  the  father  were  excited.  He 
loved  his  son.  If  the  sentence  of  the 
law  were  executed  upon  him,  his  use- 
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fulness  would  be  at  an  end.  The 
thought  too,  that  he  must  himself  issue 
the  orders  for  the  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence upon  his  own  son,  was  heart- 
rending. His  enemies  supposed  that 
the  father  would  spare  his  son,  and  thus 
he  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  abo- 
lishing the  law,  and  weakening  the 
strength  of  his  government.  What  did 
the  unhappy  father  do  ?  He  caused  the 
executioner  to  put  out  one  of  his  eyes. 
Will  not  this  satisfy  the  law  ?  Will  not 
men  see  that  the  king  intends  to  put  the 
penalties  of  the  law  in  full  execution  ? 
No;  the  whole  sentence  must  receive 
its  fulfilment.  The  king,  to  show  that 
the  law  could  not  be  broken  without 
incurring  its  full  penalties,  causes  one  of 
his  own  eyes  to  be  put  out!  Here  he 
manifested  a  father's  sympathy  and  love, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  his  determination 
to  maintain  the  sanctions  of  his  law. 
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Nor  would  his  subjects  venture  to  trans- 
gress a  second  time,  because  the  first 
transgressor  did  not  receive  the  punish- 
ment in  full  which  wxas  threatened. 
They  would  not  hope  to  escape  in  such 
a  case.  Was  not  the  king  justified  in 
the  view  of  all  his  subjects,  in  forbearing 
to  exact  the  whole  of  the  sentence? 
Was  not  the  object  of  the  sentence  ac- 
complised  as  much  as  it  would  have 
been  if  the  full  penalty  had  been  inflict- 
ed? 

Now,  much  more  was  the  object  of 
the  divine  law  secured  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  an  Infinite  Being  in  the  place  of 
created  and  sinful  beings — to  bear  their 
guilt  and  to  suffer  Himself  the  infliction 
of  the  penalty  due  to  them.  The  law 
stands  uninjured  still.  It  still  demands 
obedience,  and  its  penalties  are  still 
terrible  to  those  who  incur  them.  No 
one  expects  to  escape  the  sentence  of 
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death  on  account  of  any  past  forbear- 
ance of  God. 

Thus  I  have  described  the  only 
foundation  of  a  sinner's  hope,  an  atone- 
ment made  by  Jesus  Christ,  "  who,  as  to 
his  humanity,  was  descended  from  the 
Israelites,  but  who  was,  in  fact,  the 
Supreme  and  ever  blessed  God  !" 
(Rom.  9  :  5.)  If  his  blood  had  not  been 
shed,  you  could  never  have  hoped  ra- 
tionally for  salvation.  "  Without  the 
shedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission 
of  sins,"  is  the  affirmation  of  the  Bible. 
And  John  says,  "  The  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin."  (1  John 
1:  7.)  These  passages  show  that  there 
is  no  other  foundation  of  hope  than  Jesus 
Christ,  and  Him  crucified.  If  he  had 
not  died,  none  would  have  lived.  Be- 
cause he  has  died,  all  may  live. 

How  wonderful  the  ways  of  God ! 
They  are  past  finding  out !   Who  would 
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have  thought  that  such  a  plan  would 
have  been  devised  for  the  sinner's  sal- 
vation ?  What  one  redeeming  quality- 
did  man  possess,  fallen  as  he  was  in  re- 
bellion and  guilt?  What  did  God  be- 
hold in  him  that  he  should  love  him, 
and  work  so  mysteriously  to  raise  him 
up  from  his  ruins?  God  did,  indeed, 
"  commend  His  love  to  us  in  that,  ichile 
ice  icere  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us  ln 
(Rom.  5:  8.) 

But  I  have  not  ventured  to  say,  I 
wish  you  fully  to  understand,  that  the 
atonement — the  glorious  atonement  has 
secured  your  salvation.  It  has  not  se- 
cured it,  unless  something  has  been 
done  on  your  part.  The  death  of  Christ 
places  you  in  a  state  of  probation  from 
which  state  Adam  fell ;  i.  e.  it  has  open- 
ed a  door  through  which  all  who  are 
so  disposed  may  pass  and  find  mercy  and 
be  heirs  of  endless  blessedness. 
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But  there  are  conditions  to  be  com- 
plied with  on  your  part  and  on  every 
sinner's  part,  before  you  can  receive 
benefit  from  the  atonement.  The  door 
is  wide  open  that  leads  to  happiness 
and  ultimate  salvation ;  but  still  it  is 
true  that  if  you  are  disposed  to  con- 
tinue where  you  are,  you  will  perish. 
Millions,  doubtless,  go  down  to  death 
notwithstanding  Christ  died.  And  mil- 
lions more  ivill  go.  Strange  that  dying 
souls  will  not  seek  after  life — that  when 
all  things  are  ready  they  will  not  come ! 

Some  criminals  are  confined  in  a 
dungeon  awaiting  their  execution.  The 
order  arrives  from  the  magistrate  for 
their  freedom,  on  a  few  simple,  easy, 
and  proper  conditions.  All  may  accept 
the  offer  and  live.  But  some  reject  the 
conditions  and  are  executed.  Strange 
infatuation ! 

Your  affectionate  brother, 


LETTER    VII. 


My  Dear  Brother, 

The  sufferings  and  death  of  Christ, 
I  remarked  in  my  last  letter,  have  re- 
moved every  obstacle  to  your  reconci- 
liation with  God  which  resulted  from 
the  original  threatening  that  the  sinner 
should  surely  die.  They  rendered  it 
possible  for  you  to  be  saved.  But  the 
benefits  of  this  atonement  will  be  confer- 
red on  those  only  toho  fulfil  certain  condi- 
tions. The  object  of  this  letter  is  to 
state  and  explain  those  conditions. 

One  condition  is  that  you  repent  of 
your  sins.  I  have,  in  a  previous  letter, 
attempted  to  convince  you  of  your  duty 
in  this  respect — that  it  is  the  duty  of 
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every  one  to  be  heartily  sorry  for  the 
wrong  he  has  done.  But  I  now  affirm 
not  only  that  it  is  your  duty^  but  that  it 
is  necessary  to  your  salvation. 

The  nature  of  repentance  has  been  al- 
ready explained,  and  its  utter  inefficiency 
to  atone  for  sin.  Your  sorrow  for  having 
broken  the  law  does  not  repair  it.  But 
since  Christ  has  effected  an  atonement 
for  sin,  God  requires  no  satisfaction  from 
the  sinner  as  a  condition  of  mercy.  He 
does,  however,  require  the  transgressor 
of  his  law  to  repent  sincerely  of  his 
guilt,  and  to  turn  from  his  evil  ways 
and  from  his  unrighteous  thoughts. 
And  He  has  made  it  a  requisition  with- 
out complying  with  which  no  sinner  can 
ever  find  mercy.  "  Except  ye  repent, 
ye  shall  all  likewise  perish. ?J 

If  you  are  heartily  grieved  on  ac- 
count of  having  sinned  against  God, 
you  may  hope   that  God  will  receive 
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you  for  the  sake  of  Christ.  But,  then, 
your  penitence  must  be  the  result  of  a 
clear  sense  of  the  wrong  you  have  done, 
not  of  a  confident  assurance  that  it  will 
issue  in  your  salvation. 

Many  persons  suppose  that  they  can 
repent  at  any  moment  of  their  lives, 
and,  therefore,  delay  the  work  till  some 
future  time.  Now,  although  it  is  strictly 
true  that  they  will  ever  have  the  poicer 
—the  natural  ability — to  repent,  yet  it 
is  extremely  improbable  that  they  will 
be  disposed  to  repent,  after  repeatedly 
deferring  it  till  a  future  period.  There 
are  multitudes  of  examples  to  show  the 
extreme  danger  of  such  delays,  both  as 
it  respects  opportunities  for  repentance, 
and  as  it  respects  the  disposition.  Many 
have  become  so  hardened  through  the 
influence  of  sin,  as  to  be  apparently  un- 
susceptible to  any  serious  impressions. 
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Let  those  who  are  disposed  to  delay- 
repentance,  expecting  to  find  a  better 
opportunity  or  time,  remember  that  re- 
pentance is  not  an  act  of  the  will,  but  a 
particular  state  of  mind  which  does  not 
depend  on  the  will  except  remotely, 
and  they  will  see  at  once  that  delay  is 
dangerous. 

You  may,  doubtless,  by  earnestly 
contemplating  the  connections  of  your 
sin  with  the  great  interest  of  the  universe 
and  with  the  glory  of  God,  be  led  to  feel 
your  guilt,  and  to  be  in  that  state  of 
mind  which  is  properly  termed  repent- 
ance. But  the  will  had  nothing  more 
to  do  with  it  than  to  determine  upon  the 
use  of  the  means  by  which  this  penitent 
state  of  the  mind  may  be  induced.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  strictly  proper  for  me  to 
tell  you  to  resolve  to  repent.  But  I  may 
tell  you  to  feel  your  guilt — to  be  sensible 
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that  you  are  a  sinner,  and  to  be  sorry 
for  it.  It  is  wholly  a  matter  of  feeling 
not  of  will. 

If  you  ask  me,  therefore,  how  you 
must  proceed  in  order  to  obtain  a  peni- 
tent mind,  I  can  give  you  no  other  di- 
rection than  that  you  have  often  received 
from  the  pulpit ;  "  Go  to  the  garden  of 
Gethsemane  and  to  the  cross  of  Calva- 
ry, and  there  view  the  results  of  your 
rebellion  and  guilt !  And  when  you 
think  of  the  greatness  of  Him  who  suf- 
fered there,  and  that  your  own  sins 
helped  to  weigh  Him  down  with  untold 
anguish,  if  you  do  not  feel  your  guilt, 
and  turn  away  from  it  forever,  the  evi- 
dence is  clear  that  your  soul  is  in  immi- 
nent danger  of  being  eternally  lost !' 
Oh !  it  would  seem  as  if  the  blood  of 
atonement  would  melt  into  contrition 
every  soul !  If,  my  brother,  you  ever 
feel  your  guilt  and  are  led  to  forsake  it, 
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it  will,  doubtless,  be  at  the  foot  of  the 
cross,  when  you  are  fixing  your  eye 
upon  the  spectacle  of  a  bleeding,  dying 
Saviour.  Yes,  "  He  was  exalted  to  the 
cross  to  give  repentance  to  Israel,  and 
forgiveness  of  sins."  (Acts  5:  31.) 

There  is,  moreover,  another  condi- 
tion of  salvation  which  you  are  required 
to  fulfil.  It  is  contained  in  the  follow- 
ing passage  of  Scripture ;  "  God  so 
loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  His  only 
Begotten  Son,  that  ivhosoevef  believeth 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life."  (John  3:  16.)  In  this 
passage,  you  see  not  only  that  Christ 
died,  but  that  He  died  to  save  them  who 
believe,  and,  by  inference,  them  only. 
Faith,  then,  is  essential  to  salvation. 
As  I  have  already  said,  God  does  not 
now  require,  in  order  to  salvation,  per- 
fect obedience  to  His  law,  although  its 
claims  to  our  obedience  are  as  impera- 
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tive  as  ever,  but  He  has  required  that 
which  is  more  congruous  to  our  fallen 
nature,  "  repentance  towards  God  and 
faith  towards  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
(Acts  20 :  21.)  A  broken  law  we  can- 
not repair,  but,  with  God's  help,  we  can 
repent  and  believe.  What  is,  then,  faith 
in  Christ? 

You  must  not  suppose  that  to  be- 
lieve Christ  to  be  divine,  is  faith  in 
Him;  nor  is  it  faith  in  Him  to  believe 
that  such  a  Being  once  lived  incarnate 
on  earth,  and  that  He  suffered  many 
years,  and  was  in  the  end,  crucified  by 
those  He  came  to  save.  Such  a  simple 
belief  in  a  historical  fact  is  not  what 
the  Gospel  requires  under  the  name  of 
faith.  Faith  is  of  more  extensive  sig- 
nification. The  English  word  does  not 
express  all  the  meaning  of  the  Greek 
from  which  it  is  translated.  But  as  it 
was  designed  to  express  all  that  is  in- 


96  ADVICE    TO    A   BROTHER. 

eluded  in  the  original  word,  it  is  proper 
that  we  should  so  understand  it. 

Faith  in  Christ,  then,  includes  a  full 
and  hearty  belief  in  His  character  as 
represented  in  the  Bible,  and  a  confiden- 
tial committal  of  one's  self  to  His  di- 
vine guidance — a  throicing  one's  self 
upon  Him  in  perfect  confidence. 

You  see,  my  dear  brother,  that  the 
heart  must  be  interested,  or  faith  is  not 
genuine.  You  are  required  to  believe 
in  Christ  as  your  only  Saviour,  and  to 
receive  Him  as  the  object  of  your  su- 
preme affection.  Love  to  the  world  is 
inconsistent  with  such  an  affection  for 
Christ.  Unless  you  have  thus  received 
Christ,  your  speculative  faith  is  utterly 
vain.  He  will  be  satisfied  only  with 
your  heart — your  whole  heart.  You 
must  so  commit  yourself  to  Him,  as  to 
feel  yourself  wholly  at  his  disposal- 
ready  to  be  guided  by  Him,  and  to  fol- 
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low  Him  wherever  He  leads  the  way. 
This  is  the  only  way  in  which  you  can 
give  practical  evidence  of  living  faith. 

Let  me  illustrate  these  remarks  by 
a  familiar  example. 

A  traveller  is  benighted  on  an  intri- 
cate and  dangerous  road  full  of  pitfalls 
and  lined  with  by-paths.  He  dares  not 
advance  or  retire  lest  he  should  fall  or 
be  led  astray  and  be  destroyed.  In  this 
situation,  he  is  overtaken  by  a  man 
who  professes  to  be  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  way.  He  receives  from  him 
the  most  satisfactory  evidence  that 
what  he  professes  is  true.  The  travel- 
ler perceives,  in  his  new  acquaintance, 
a  sure  guide.  He  is  perfectly  assured 
of  his  kind  interest  in  his  own  preserva- 
tion. He  acknowledges  him  to  be  every 
way  qualified  to  undertake  his  rescue, 
and  to  conduct  it  to  a  successful  issue. 
"Well,  then,  (says  the  stranger)  take 
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my  arm — confide  in  my  ability  and  dis- 
position to  extricate  you  from  your  dif- 
ficulties— be  guided  wholly  by  me,  and 
I  will  conduct  you  safely  through  this 
dangerous  pass."  The  traveller  hesi- 
tates. He  says  to  himself,  "  He  is  cer- 
tainly a  competent  guide — He  will  do 
as  he  says — I  believe  all  this — but  I 
am  unwilling  to  be  guided  by  him.  I 
am  resolved  to  act  independently,  and 
I  hope  I  shall  get  through  safely."  The 
kind  stranger  passes  on  his  way ; — the 
traveller  is  bewildered  and  lost.  Now, 
of  what  use  was  his  speculative  faith  in 
the  stranger's  ability  and  disposition  to 
do  him  a  favor  %  Of  no  possible  use. 
If  his  faith  had  been  effective  or  practi- 
cal— if  he  had  thrown  himself  upon  the 
kind  offer  of  his  friend,  and  accepted 
gratefully  his  proferred  assistance,  he 
would  have  been  saved  from  a  melan- 
choly death. 
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Now,  my  brother,  you  see  what  I 
mean  when  I  say  that  your  speculative 
faith  in  Christ  will  not  save  you.  Christ 
has  proved  to  you  his  perfect  ability  and 
readiness  to  act  as  your  guide  to  eternal 
blessedness.  He  has  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  way,  for  He  has  himself 
passed  it  and  consecrated  it.  He  only 
requires  you  to  throw  yourself  upon 
His  arm  confidentially  and  to  be  guided 
by  Him,  and  He  promises  to  bear  you 
safely  through  the  desert  of  life  to  the 
everlasting  verdure  and  glory  of  hea- 
ven. If  you  simply  believe  that  He  can 
save  you — if  you  only  acknowledge  that 
He  is  willing  and  ready  to  save  you,  it 
wrill  be  of  no  avail.  You  must  have 
confidence  in  His  power  and  will,  and, 
moreover,  you  must  commit  yourself 
to  His  actual  guidance, — following 
wherever  He  leads,  and  you  will  be  safe. 

And  why  should  you  not  be  willing 
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to  lay  aside  your  confidence  in  an  arm 
of  flesh,  and  commit  yourself  wholly  to 
the  guidance  of  Jesus  Christ?  You 
have  seen,  from  a  former  letter,  that 
nothing,  which  you  can  do,  will,  in  the 
least,  alter  your  eternal  destinies  as  an 
independant  act.  Here  now  is  an  offer, 
freely  made  by  Jesus  Christ,  that  if  you 
will  repent  of  having  sinned  against 
Him,  and  commit  yourself  to  His  care 
and  guidance,  He  will  bring  you  to  His 
heavenly  rest.  These  are  the  only  con- 
ditions He  requires — they  are  simple 
and  easy.  Oh !  how  simple  when  we 
consider  the  greatness  of  our  guilt ! 

The  sufferings  and  death  of  Jesus 
have  made  it  consistent  with  the  strict- 
ness of  God's  law  that  He  should  save 
such  as  He  pleases.  He  requires  now 
only  repentance  and  faith  in  the  sinner 
in  order  to  his  salvation.  He  promises 
that  if  you  will  obey  these  requirements, 
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the  penalties  of  a  just  law  shall  be 
averted  from  you,  and  that  He  will  treat 
you  hereafter  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
you  had  never  broken  the  law,  Christ 
having  borne  its  curse  for  you,  (Gal.  3: 
13.)  Oh!  then,  my  dear  brother,  come 
at  once  to  the  Saviour  with  penitence, 
and  cast  yourself  confidentially  upon 
him,  pledging  yourself  to  be  His  for- 
ever. 

Your  affectionate  brother, 


LETTER  VIII. 

My  Dear  Brother, 

I  have  already  explained  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  atonement  of  Jesus 
Christ  will  be  effectual  in  securing  your 
salvation.  You  have  seen,  however, 
that  the  hearts  of  natural  men  are  ex- 
ceedingly prone  to  evil — that  they  are 
wholly  corrupt.  Now,  although  the 
way  for  your  escape  from  sin  and  the 
results  of  sin,  is  open — although  Christ 
has  died  to  secure  to  you  the  inestima- 
ble privileges  of  salvation — yet  the  ten- 
dency of  your  affections  is  towards 
earthly  things — downwards.  The  fact 
— the  simple  fact — that  Jesus   Christ 
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has  died  to  secure  pardon  for  the  peni- 
tent and  believing  sinner,  is  not  suffi- 
cient of  itself  to  bring  the  work  to  a 
successful  issue.  The  heart  is  too  hard. 
The  soul  is  under  the  power  of  sin,  and 
is  so  influenced  by  the  great  adversary 
of  man,  that  it  will  never  alone  and 
unaided,  rise  from  its  ruins.  It  has  the 
power  to  cast  itself  on  God  confiden- 
tially, and  find  salvation,  but  it  has  not 
the  loill,  the  disposition — -so  to  do.  It 
may,  upon  the  conviction  of  its  sin  by 
the  conscience  which  God  has  implant- 
ed in  every  man,  struggle  to  rise  above, 
to  overcome  its  tendencies  to  sin,  but 
in  vain,  till  aided  by  another  and  a 
higher  Power. 

Here,  then,  as  if  God  was  deter- 
mined to  pour  all  His  blessings  upon 
self-ruined  man,  and  to  leave  him  no 
excuse  for  remaining  in  his  guilt,  the 
third  person  of  the  Trinity  offers  His 
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aid.  The  Holy  Spirit  presents  Himself 
to  the  heart  of  every  sinner  and  knocks 
for  admittance.  He  helps  the  sinner, 
who  is  "  sold  under  sin/'  (Rom.  7:  14.) 
to  escape  from  the  iron  bondage. 

This  messenger  of  heaven  to  man, 
continually  pours  light  upon  the  dark 
path  of  the  benighted  wanderer,  and  di- 
rects him  in  the  way  to  eternal  life. 
Ever  since  the  ascension  of  our  Saviour, 
He  has  operated  on  the  hearts  of  the 
unregenerate,  leading  them  quietly  and 
calmly  to  view  the  consequences  of  sin, 
and  the  ingratitude  to  God  which  it 
evinces.  And  with  His  aid,  thousands 
and  millions  have  been  changed  in  the 
temper  of  their  minds,  and  have  ac- 
cepted Jesus  Christ,  in  faith,  and  with 
true  penitence  for  sin.  He  is  even  now 
silently,  like  the  "  still  small  voice," 
(1  Kings  19:  12.)  that  conversed  with 
Elijah  on  Mount  Horeb,  speaking  to  the 
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impenitent,  and  pointing  them  to  Christ 
crucified  for  them.  You  have  heard  of 
the  extensive  revivals  which  prevailed 
during  the  past  year,  and  you  yourself 
witnessed  the  religious  awakening,  as 
it  was  called  in  C ,  where  you  re- 
sided. Now,  those  revivals  and  this 
awakening,  were  the  result  of  the  Holy 
Spirit's  influence  on  the  minds  of  those 
who  were  particularly  interested  in 
them.  All  the  great  revivals  which 
have  occurred  since  Christ's  time,  were 
His  work. 

God  has,  therefore,  furnished  you, 
my  brother,  with  aid  competent  to  the 
successful  accomplishment  of  the  great 
work  before  you.  You  will  never 
repent  and  embrace  Christ  in  faith,  till 
you  are  assisted  by  this  Divine  agent. 
Still  your  repentance  and  your  faith 
are  your  own.  The  Sjnrit  cannot  re- 
pent for  you — He  cannot  have  faith  for 
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you.  They  are  exercises  of  your  own 
mind  freely  put  forth.  But  then  the 
special  influences  of  the  Spirit  must  be 
felt  by  you,  before  you  will  have  a  dis- 
position to  exercise  either  repentance 
or  faith. 

Nor  does  He,  by  His  influence  on 
the  mind,  interfere  in  the  least  with 
your  moral  freedom.  He  exerts  His 
influence  through  the  medium  of  truth. 
The  Bible  was  composed  by  men  in- 
spired by  Him;  consequently  all  its 
instructions — all  its  promises — all  its 
threatenings — are  so  many  addresses 
of  the  Divine  Spirit  to  the  conscience  of 
the  sinner. 

And  there  is  another  influence,  ex- 
erted upon  the  mind  in  regeneration  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  in  a  manner  with  which 
we  are  wholly  unacquainted.  We 
only  know  that  the  truths  of  Scripture, 
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faithfully  presented  to  an  audience  of 
sinners,  produce  a  wonderful  and  speedy 
transformation  of  feeling  and  character 
in  some,  while  the  minds  of  others  are 
wholly  unaffected.  We  attribute  the 
effective  power  of  those  truths  to  the 
speciality  of  the  Divine  Spirit's  influ- 
ence. And  this  is  all  we  know.  A 
change  occurs — we  know  the  power 
that  produced  it — but  we  seek  in  vain 
for  the  mode  in  which  that  power  was 
exerted.  We  know  too,  that  the  sin- 
ner is  active  in  regeneration.  He  re- 
pents and  embraces  in  faith  a  crucified 
Redeemer.  There  is,  therefore,  a  co- 
operation of  the  sinner  with  the  Holy 
Spirit.  And  this  is  conformable  to  the 
sentiment  expressed  in  the  following 
passage  of  Scripture  ;  "  Work  out  your 
own  salvation,  with  fear  and  trembling, 
for  it  is  God  which  worketh  in  you  to 
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will  and  to  do."  (Phil.  2:  12,  13.)  That 
is,  it  is  He  that  works  with  you  both  in 
the  willing  and  in  the  doing. 

Many  objections  may  be  made  to 
this  statement  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Spirit's  agency,  but  I  think  every 
humble  and  conscientious  Christian 
will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  substan- 
tially correct. 

From  these  remarks,  then,  you  see 
that  even  the  atonement  does  not  se- 
cure necessarily  the  salvation  of  every 
sinner,  and  that  the  promise,  made  to 
the  impenitent,  of  salvation  upon  re- 
pentance and  faith  in  consequence  of 
the  atonement,  may  be  of  no  avail,  be- 
cause repentance  and  faith  will  never 
be  exercised  till  another  power  comes 
in  to  the  sinner's  aid,  co-operating  with 
him  both  in  willing  and  in  doing.  And 
that  power  is  the  Holy  Spirit. 

How  necessary,  therefore,  my  dear 
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brother,  that  you  secure  the  aid — the 
efficient  aid — of  the  Holy  Spirit !  With 
the  natural  powers  of  mind  to  repent, 
it  is  morally  certain  that  you  will  never 
have  the  disposition  to  do  it,  till  spe- 
cially aided  from  above.  But  the  as- 
sistance you  need,  is  within  your  reach 
— it  is  ready  to  meet  your  call.  The 
Scriptures  say,  u  To-day,  if  ye  will  hear 
His  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts !" 
(Heb.  4  :  7.)  "  The  Spirit  and  the  bride 
say,  come!"  (Rev.  22:17.)  Every 
preparation  is,  therefore,  made  for  your 
salvation,  and  you  are  even  urged  by 
the  persuasive  strivings  of  the  Spirit,  to 
turn  and  live.  O  !  How  wonderful  is 
the  mercy  of  God  !  How  long-suffering ! 
How  prolific  in  blessings !  Who  would 
have  thought  it  1  That  when  we  were 
in  our  sins — rebelling  against  his  laws 
and  kingdom — God  should  have  made 
such  an  atonement,  and  accompanied 
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it  with  such  an  exhibition  of  continued 
love,  as  is  seen  in  the  descent  of  the 
Holy  Spirit !  And  is  not  here  a  pow- 
erful reason  for  your  submission  to 
Him  %  Is  not  here  provision  enough  for 
your  salvation  1  Oh  !  let  the  powerful 
strivings  of  the  Divide  Agent  in  your 
heart  lead  you  to  embrace,  with  peni- 
tence and  in  faith,  a  crucified  Saviour. 
JVoWj  while  you  hear  his  voice  gen- 
tly calling  upon  you  to  lay  aside  your 
worldly  affections,  and  to  give  to  God 
your  heart,  be  resolved  to  obey  his 
call.  Let  not  his  influences  be  quench- 
ed forever — but  cherish  them;  they 
will  lead  you  to  happiness  and  heaven. 
The  Spirit  will  not  always  strive.  You 
may  resist  Him  so  that  He  shall  turn 
away  from  you  and  leave  you,  like 
Pharaoh,  a  monument  of  Divine  indig- 
nation. I  say,  you  may  do  it,  for  God 
has  so   revealed   it   in  the   Scripture. 
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Else  there  were  no  appropriateness  in 
the  exhortation,  "  Quench  not  the 
Spirit !"  (1  Thess.  5:  19.)  Indeed,  it 
would  impair  your  moral  freedom — it 
would  utterly  destroy  it — if  you  were 
not  at  liberty  to  comply  with  or  reject 
the  persuasions  of  any  agent  according 
to  your  pleasure.  It  is  infinitely  im- 
portant, therefore,  that  you  avoid  the 
terrible  conclusion  to  which  a  rejection 
of  the  Holy  Spirit's  influences  would 
lead  you.  While  the  aid  of  such  a 
powerful  agent  is  offered,  I  counsel 
you  to  accept  of  the  aid  and  be  at  peace 
with  God. 

You  cannot  too  soon  be  reconciled 
to  God.  There  is  danger  of  quenching 
forever  the  influences  of  God's  Spirit — 
so  that  He  shall  strive  no  more,  no 
more  persuade  or  excite  the  seared  con- 
science. You  have  already  felt  some 
relentings  on  account  of  sin — the  result 
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of  the  divine  Spirit's  agency.  You  have 
looked  in  upon  your  heart,  and  seen  its 
deep  depravity  and  guilt,  and  have  been 
led  to  feel  that  you  ought  to  repent, 
and  exercise  faith  in  Jesus.  More  than 
once,  has  your  conscience  been  awa- 
kened by  the  voice  of  the  Spirit,  and  it 
has  seemed  as  though  your  soul  would 
be  humbled  before  God,  and  that  you 
would  accept  his  love.  But  you  have 
not  yet  done  so.  The  heart  remains 
unchanged.  The  affections  are  yet 
enchained  to  the  earth.  Oh!  when 
will  you  prepare  for  heaven?  When 
will  you  love  a  dying  Saviour  ?  When 
will  you  cease  to  grieve  the  blessed 
Spirit  of  God?  Are  you  not  afraid  of 
His  withdrawing  His  influences  so  that 
you  shall  be  left  barren  and  desolate  ? 
Your  duty  has  been  pointed  out  to  you 
in  a  previous  letter.  It  has  been  proved 
that,  even  if  there  were  no  hope  of  fu- 
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ture  felicity — no  expectation  of  happi- 
ness— yet  it  would  be  your  duty  to  be 
sorry  for  having  done  wrong.  But  now 
that  Jesus  has  died  for  you  to  make  your 
penitence  effectual,  and  now  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  been  sent  to  strive  with 
you,  and  to  urge  you  to  repentance  and 
faith,  it  will  be,  indeed,  ungrateful — it 
will  be  amazing — if  you  still  persist  in 
unrepented  sin ! 

Many — very  many — have  delayed 
to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Spirit,  till  it 
was  forever  too  late!  Examples  are 
numerous  where  His  strivings  have 
been  silenced,  and  His  influences 
quenched  !  But  Oh,  how  sad  the  con- 
sequences !  How  fearful  the  dying 
bed  !  There  was  a  dreadful — freezing 
— horror-struck  complexion — a  doleful 
crying  for  mercy — which  it  made  the 
heart  ache  to  see  and  to  hear !  Oh  !  I 
would  not  for  the  universe,   die   the 
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death  of  one  from  whom  the  Blessed 
Spirit  has  taken  his  last  departure! 
What  dreary  scenes  are  in  prospect ! 
And  how  will  eternity  burst  in  all  its 
horrors  upon  his  distracted  and  immor- 
tal soul !  My  dear  brother,  avoid,  I 
beseech  you,  such  a  doom  by  escaping, 
as  for  your  life,  to  the  cross  of  Jesus, 
whither  the  Holy  Spirit  would  lead  you. 
There  cast  yourself  upon  the  mercy  of 
your  God,  as  exhibited  in  the  blood  of 
atonement,  and  all  may  yet  be  well ! 
Your  affectionate  brother, 


DEPOSITORY  OF  THE  PUBLICATIONS 


Massachusetts  Sabbath  School  Society, 


BRICK    CHURCH    CHAPEL, 


Corner  of  Park  Row,  opposite  the  City  Hall, 


NEW-YORK. 


ALL  THE  WORKS  OF  THE  ABOVE  SOCIETY 

SOLD  BY 

.TAYLOR   &   GOULD, 

[LATE    J.    S.    TAYLOR,] 
In    any  Quantity,   at  the   Society's  Prices. 


A  constant  supply  of  the  Publications  of  the  American  Sun- 
day School  Union,  and  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Sunday  School  Union,  at  the  same  prices  as 
sold  at  their  respective  Depositories. 


Taylor  &  Gould  have  also  a  large  and  choice  selec- 
tion of  Miscellaneous  Works,  suitable  for  Sunday  School 
Libraries ;  together  with  Theological,  Classical,  Moral, 
Religious,  and  School  Books,  Stationery,  &c.  all  of  which 
they  will  sell  at  the  lowest  prices. 


BOOKS    PUBLISHED 

BY 

TAYLOR    &    GOULD. 


HINTS  TO  PARENTS,  ON  THE  EARLY  RELI- 
GIOUS EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN. 

By  Gardiner  Spring,  D.  D.  Pastor  of  the  Brick  Presby- 
terian Church,  New- York.  18mo.  with  a  steel  engra- 
ving.   Price  37^  cents. 

From  the  New-York  Weekly  Messenger  and  Young  Men's  Advocate. 

Dr.  Spring's  Hints  to  Parents — One  of  the  prettiest  little  works 
of  this  class  that  we  have  ever  met  with,  has  just  been  published  by 
Messrs.  Taylor  &  Gould,  of  this  city ;  it  is  called  "  Hints  to  Parents, 
on  the  Religious  Education  of  Children.  By  Gardiner  Spring, 
D.  D."  The  author  has  been  long  and  favorably  known  to  the  pub- 
lic as  a  chaste,  powerful,  and  popular  writer.  The  subject  of  the 
present  work  is  one  of  great  moment — one  in  which  every  parent  has 
a  real  interest.  And  we  commend  this  little  volume  not  only  to  pious 
parents,  but  to  all  who  desire  to  bring  up  their  children  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  them  an  honor  to  themselves  and  a  blessing  to 
their  fellow-men. 

From  the  Commercial  Advertiser. 

Hints  to  Parents,  on  the  Religious  Education  of  Children.  By 
Gardiner  Spring,  D.  D.— New-York,  Taylor  &  Gould. — This  beauti- 
ful little  volume,  coming  out  at  this  time,  will  be  peculiarly  acceptable 
to  the  congregation  of  the  able  and  excellent  author,  and  will  have 
the  effect  of  a  legacy  of  his  opinions  on  a  most  important  subject, 
now  that  for  a  time  they  are  deprived  of  his  personal  instructions.  It 
is  a  work  that  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  parent  throughout 
our  country,  who  has  the  temporal  and  eternal  interest  of  his  off- 
spring at  heart.  The  few  and  leading  maximsof  the  Christian  Religion 
are  plainly  and  practically  enforced,  and  the  parent's  duties  are  des- 
canted in  a  train  of  pure  and  beautiful  eloquence,  which  a  father's 


mind,  elevated  by  religion,  only  could  have  dictated.  We  believe 
that  a  general  knowledge  of  this  little  volume  would  be  attended  with 
consequences  beneficial  to  society,  since  a  practice  of  its  recommen- 
dations could  scarcely  be  refused  to  its  solemn  and  affectionate  spirit 
of  entreaty. 


PLEASURE   AND    PROFIT,   OR   TIME  WELL 

SPENT— being  the  first  volume  of  a  series. 

Edited  by  Uncle  Arthur.     18mo.     Steel  plate  frontis- 
piece.   Price  37J  cents. 

Says  the  New- York  Evangelist— 

Pleasure  and  Profit,  or  Time  well  spent. — We  have  be- 
fore us  the  first  of  a  series  of  volumes  just  commenced  by  our  young 
friends,  Taylor  &  Gould,  booksellers.  The  present  volume  contains 
a  pleasing  fancy  sketch,  called  "  the  Museum ;  by  Charlotte  Eliza- 
beth ;  edited  by  Uncle  Arthur."  We  suspect  that  Uncle  Arthur  is 
the  name  adopted  by  a  gentleman  whose  real  name  would  give  cur- 
rency to  almost  anything.  He  and  his  brothers  have  a  happy  faculty 
not  only  to  make  excellent  books,  but  also  to  edit  (or,  as  we  say  in 
plain  English,  make  over)  the  books  written  by  other  people,  so  as  to 
render  them  more  entertaining,  less  erroneous,  more  safe,  and  far 
more  useful.  We  have  tried  this  little  book,  by  putting  it  into  the 
hands  of  a  "juvenile  reader,"  and  find  it  to  answer  very  well.  The 
sentiments  are  correct,  the  feeling  good,  the  style  pleasing,  the  price 
reasonable. 

From  the  Commercial  Advertiser. 

Pleasure  and  Profit,  or  Time  well  spent. — Vol.  I.  The  Mu- 
seum; by  Charlotte  Elizabeth;  edited  by  Uncle  Arthur.  Taylor 
&  Gould. 

If  attractive  binding,  paper,  print  and  subject,  can  render  a  little 
book  the  favorite  of  children,  this  will  be  quite  popular  among  them. 
It  purports  to  be  an  account  of  a  visit  to  the  Museum ;  and  the  different 
objects  are  explained  in  an  easy  manner,  in  the  form  of  dialogue.  Re- 
ligious knowledge  is  judiciously  blended  with  instruction  throughout. 


MISSIONARY  REMAINS;  or  Sketches  of  Evarts,  Cornelius, 
and  Wisner.  By  Gardiner  Spring,  D.  D.  and  others.  With  au 
Introduction  by  Samuel  H.  Cox,  D.  D.  18mo.  with  steel  plate 
frontispiece.    Price  50  cents. 

ADVICE  TO  A  YOUNG  BROTHER,  ON  PRACTICAL  SUB- 
JECTS.—By  a  Missionary.  With  steel  plate  frontispiece.  18mo. 
Price  31  cents. 


MEMOIR  OF  MISS  EMILY  EGERTON,  an  authentic  Narrative. 
Prepared  by  Rufus  Nutting,  A.  M.  Professor  of  Western  Reserve 
College.    18mo.  with  steel  plate  frontispiece.    Price  31  cents. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  FATHER'S  PRESENT  TO  HIS  CHILDREN, 

By  John  Angell  James.    18mo.   400  pages.    Price  37£  cents. 

THE  RISE  AND  PROGRESS  OF  RELIGION  IN  THE  SOUL. 

with  a  devout  Meditation  on  Prayer  subjoined  to  each  chapter.  By 
Phillip  Doddridge,  D.  D.  260  pages.    18mo.    Price  25  cents. 

THE   HAPPY   DEATH   OF   MARY   ANN    CLAPP.— By  Joshua 

Bates,  D.  D.  President  of  Middelburg  College,  Vermont.    18mo. 
Price  18|  cents* 

EARLY  PIETY.— By  Rev.  Jacob  Abbott,  author  of  "  the  Young 
Christian,  &c.  32mo.  Price  18^  cents. 

NEW  TESTAMENT,  designed  for  Sunday  Schools.  l8mo.  muslin. 
Price  eight  cents. 

The  above  books  are  neatly  bound  in  muslin  and  stamped,  and  are  worthy  of  a 
place  in  every  family  and  Sunday  School  Library  in  ourcountry. 

Also  Publishers  of 
THE  NATIONAL  PREACHER,  printed  in  an  elegant  pamphlet 
form,  each  number  containing  two  Sermons  from  living  Ministers. 
Monthly.    Edited  by  Rev.  Austin  Dickinson.   Price  one  dollar  a 
year  in  advance. 

Also  Agents  for 
THE  SABBATH  SCHOOL  VISITER,  published  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Sabbath  School  Society.   Edited  by  Rev.  Asa  Bullard, 
Boston.    Price  50  cents. 

Also  Agents  for 
THE  MISSIONARY  HERALD.  Published  for  the  American  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions.   Monthly.   Price  $L  50 
a  year. 

N.  B.  Orders  from  the  country  will  be  immediately  attended  to,  and  books  for- 
warded according  to  directions.  Should  the  selectiou  of  books  for  Sunday  Schools 
be  left  with  Taylor  &  Gould,  and  they  should  forward  anv  which  should  not  suit  the 
purchaser,  they  may  be  returned,  and  the  money  will  be  refunded,  or  other  books 
given  in  exchange.  Those  wishing  to  purchase  are  invited  to  call  and  examine  their 
stock. 

Taylor  &  Gould  have,  probably,  the  largest  assortment  of  abooks  suitable  for  Sun- 
day School  Libraries  to  be  found  in  the  United  States. 


H   14  9   82  *f 


^*0< 


Deacidified  using  the  Bookkeeper  process. 


Neutralizing  agent:  Magnesium  Oxide 


■     Treatment  Date:  Nov.  2005 

*o  <r      •<Ospia*    PreservationTechnologies  t 

A  WORLD  LEADER  IN  PAPER  PRESERVATION      . 


^ 


111  Thomson  Park  Drive 
Cranberry  Township,  PA  16066 
(724)779-2111 
*>         -  S  "  •  #  O  -»!' 


^ft 


..«..^V 


%<**  Sate*  *  & 


;".    ^o<     .' 


^°- 


»0-*,  *.« 


^  #:^tf«*  .o°        %.  *7^1 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 


HI  II 
0  016  063  376  1     # 


